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‘IKKI JATRE’ ;
The festival of Rice 

Ikki Jatre; The festival or rice, organised by
Thanal have caught the attention of hundreds
of farmers, students, media and general
public. With an aim of sensitising people on
the significance of conserving our traditional
crops, on 12 the December 2022 Thanal
Agroecology Centre Panavally opened up an
opportunity for people to experience and
learn about 300+ traditional paddy varieties
along with diversities of tubers, vegetables,
spices and trees conserved in their 6 acres of
land. 
 
At a time when climate changes are posing
serious threats to our farming methods and
traditional crops, Thanal in its Rice Diversity
Block conserves climate resilient varieties,
flood tolerant, saline tolerant, medicinal and
aromatic paddy varieties following
agroecological farming methods. The
rainbow colours of paddy, the stories and
properties of rice varieties created awe in
visitors. The festival evoked nostalgic
memories in many farmers and elderly people
who visited us. They remembered some of
these rice varieties which they had during
their childhood, but went in to oblivion later.
 
Ikki Jatre also set stage for co-creation and
sharing of knowledge between farmers, our
experts and the next generation. Thanal team
organised special interactive games for
students in the paddy field to make them
closer to nature and agroecology. More than
50 students from in and around Panavally
added colors to Ikki Jatre. 



PROTECT OUR
CHILDREN CAMPAIGN

“Amminikutty; The Victim of
toxic pesticides shares her tragic
story at Ikki Jatre”

Experiencing nature

Students from Idavaka
National A LP School,
Moolithodu, visited our Ikki
Jatre; the festival of rice. The
kids got the 

As part of Ikki Jatre, 33
students from around our
Rice Diversity Block joined
our festival of rice to learn
and experience the 300+
Varieties. 

For those who missed out
the whole experience, we
are coming up with a
virtual tour of our Rice
Diversity Block and 

The team organised special games and
interactive events to engage and inspire
children in getting closer to nature. As
part of the games, they were able to learn
about different varieties of paddy and flora
and fauna in the field

Thanal Agroecology Centre. Follow up
our social media pages for more updates. 

Watch students experiencing their first time
on paddy field. Full video on Instagram... 

opportunity to explore and learn about 300+
indigenous rice varieties, vegetable garden,
medicinal garden and the biodiversity of
Thanal Agroecology Centre. Interaction
with our experts, nature walks, and the
documentation of field visit makes them one
step closer to nature and agroecology

Learn through fun

To spread awareness about the impacts of using toxic
pesticides, Thanal team created an illustration of
pregnant women- ‘Amminikutty’, using the hazardous
pesticide bottles our field officers collected from
different farms of Wayanad itself. Amminikutty
conveyed that Women and children are more
vulnerable to the effect of pesticide exposure. From
extremely toxic to moderately toxic, pesticides create
short term to long term exposure in our life and in our
environment. 
 
To create awareness and to protect our children from
these toxic pesticides, Thanal also organised two events
for children as part of Ikki Jatre. On the one side
‘Amminikutty’ was educating them on the hazards of
pesticide, the other side Ikki Jatre was giving them the
experience of freshness, nature and the significance of
agroecology. 

Virtual Tour

https://www.instagram.com/reel/CmG8-1ZgWoN/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/reel/CmG8-1ZgWoN/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link


When India took a big leap towards a better planet by banning Single Use Plastics, thanal
took initiatives to support and implement the government’s decision with everyone's
participation and combined efforts. To create awareness in public about plastic waste
burning and dumping and to promote the use of alternative products, Thanal Zero Waste
team organised a barter shop counter in Organic Bazaar on December 4, 5 and 10. There
was a good response for the event. The customers and locals brought in their cleaned and
dried plastic waste and exchanged it with alternate safe cloth products like shopping bags,
sling bags, pot holders, coasters etc. We plan to continue the Barter shop counter at Organic
Bazaar one day every week.
 
This was in connection with the Plastocalypse campaign headed by Thanal during Nov-
Dec’ 2022.The campaign focused on creating awareness among the public about the dangers
of Single use plastics and instigate social change and public perception about it. The
campaign was supported by GIZ, Pollution Control Board and MoEFCC (Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change). The campaign started off with inauguration by
the Malayalam poet Sri. Murugan Kattakkada at Chalai Boys High school after which the
students formally took pledge to avoid single use plastics. Thanal organised poster
exhibitions and awareness sessions and pledge ceremonies. There was also a flash mob
followed by Film screening at Shangumugham beach to reach out to the public about the
dangers of SUPs. The Thanal and GIZ published an educational material about Single Use
plastics. The campaign came to an end with its distribution. It was distributed to around 50
schools and colleges in Trivandrum, 200 shops, 350 households, 300 local residents and 100
visitors to the local beaches.

THE
BARTER
SHOP
PLASTOCALYPSE

In every minute 1 garbage truck of plastic is dumped in to our
oceans. 

According to recent studies by CMFRI (Central Marine Fisheries
Research Institute), Microplastic remains are found in the
intestines of mackerel, sardine and anchovi fishes. 



The National Farmer’s Day was observed at Ambasamuthiram,
Thirunelveli District on Dec31. This one day event was organised
by CREATE of Tamil Nadu, an organisation working towards
creating awareness and advocating for sustainable agriculture and
organic farming approaches for production of safe food–. Thanal has
been associating with them since The Save our Rice campaign
(2004) to revive our traditional rice varieties. 
In the event ,eminent Food and Agriculture Analyst Dr. Devinder
Sharma delivered a special address to the gatherings. 3 scientists, Dr.
A. Satya of SASTRA University, Dr. Karthikeyan of Thiagarajar
College, and Dr. Bakiyalakshimi of Bon Secours Colleges of 

training, land preparation, planting and harvesting tips and also how fodder training can be
economically viable and an additional income to the tribal families. Four types of fodder including
CO5, Super napier, Red napier and Azolo were also supplied to 150 beneficiaries. 
The beneficiaries along with their SHG groups have already begun implementing the tips they have
received from training. We are so happy to see the fodder saplings rooted and sprouted. The
beneficiaries are also working on installing natural fencing around the demo plots they have selected
for cultivation. 
 

National farmers Day Event

Pathanamthitta Tribal families
begins fodder farming with
NABARD help. 
The lives of tribal communities in
Pathanamthitta are mostly dependent upon
livestock farming and agriculture. They usually
depend upon the forest and the grain from
their rations to feed the livestocks. The fact is
undoubtedly established that the production of
livestock, particularly that of ruminants,
depends on the availability of quality feeds and
green fodder and major part of the
management cost of cattle rearing is expended
on their feed. Thus to enhance the livelihood
of livestock farmers and for the proper
utilisation of land and natural resources, Thanal
gave fodder farming training to selected
farmers from the five hamlets.
The beneficiaries are already a part of the
Sustainable livelihood development
Programme launched by NABARD in 2021.
The selected beneficiaries were given training
about the significance of fodder

Credit: CREATE



Inauguration of Rainwater Harvester (supported by UST) at Adichipuzha LP
school, Ranni , Pathanamthitta

Street Play on marine littering at Shangumugham beach, Trivandrum on Jan
22, 2023 as part of Zero Waste month observation.

PLASTOCALYPSE; Life in the
Plastic Age Coming to an End?

This book published jointly by Thanal,
GIZ India and CES is a comprehensive
material about single use plastics, types of
plastics, laws governing plastics,
alternatives, marine littering etc. LINK to
plastocalypse material on the website.

Read Now

Women, were felicitated by Dr. Devinder
Sharma for their contribution in engaging
student fraternity in conservation and
research on traditional paddy landraces.
Their efforts have helped to scientifically
validate the claims of traditional rice varieties
on their potential in addressing health and
nutritional issues prevailing in the country.
Around 10 organic farmers were also
facilitated in the event. Prof. Dr.
Duraisingam, Chairman of CREATE, Mr.
Ponnambalam, Managing Trustee of
CREATE, Mrs. Usha, National Coordinator
of Save Our Rice and Director, Thanal, Mr.
Sridhar, a member of ASHA’s steering
committee and Mr. K. Suresh Kanna, Project
Director of CREATE were also present and
spoke on the occasion.

The Climate Action team members of Thanal, Miss Lakshmy S
and Mr. Ajith Tomy took classes on 17 Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) for NSS volunteers in three schools in Wayanad on
29th and 30th December 2022. On 29th December, two sessions
were held at Govt. HSS Kottathara and Amma Sahayam UP
School, Thekkumthara where a total of around 80 students from
11th standard participated. On 30th December, a session was held
for 44 NSS volunteers from Govt. HSS Meenangadi. The classes
were interactive with informative sessions as well as games for the
students. The Climate Action team introduced all 17 SDGs in
relation to their daily life to promote and nurture sustainable
habits among the younger generation. After the session,
discussions were held to figure out sustainable measures to be
adopted in their school and for themselves.

Upcoming Events

Publication

Education Program

https://thanaltrust.org/plastocalypse/


PEDAL AGAINST POISON

RECAP 2022

PEDAL AGAINST POISON

IKKI JATRE

BEACH CLEAN UP TDF PROJECT, RANNI

Bidding adieu to 2022...
2023 is here! before we officially say goodbye to 2022, let's pause and take a moment to appreciate
some beautiful works our team achieved last year.

TO ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

From pedalling kilometres together to end the cycle
of Poison; the #PEDALAGAINSTPOISON against
Poison campaign to celebrating nature and
agroecology through #Ikkijatre ; the festival of rice
our team were able to capture thousands' attention
to our environmental health and justice activities.

From organising #awareness sessions and
creating kitchen gardens at schools as part of
#Protectourchildren campaign to mobilising
youngsters and the public through the
#Plastictaskforce and #Plastocalypse campaign,
we were able to inspire, educate and engage the
next generation to be the change.

From handholding local farmers through
Mobile Organic Agri Clinic and
#agroecologyfund to aiding tribal hamlets in
achieving sustainable livelihood, we are
working from the grass root level to achieve
#sustainability .

EDUCATING+ INSPIRING+ ENGAGING

SUSTAINABILITY 

CRAFTING
CHANGE FOR THE

FUTURE

https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/pedalagainstpoison/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/ikkijatre/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/awareness/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/protectourchildren/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/plastictaskforce/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/plastocalypse/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/agroecologyfund/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/sustainability/
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Please Donate and Help us reach more people 
Every donation makes a difference ‘irrespective
of the size’.

People
Planet

Sustainability
Crafting Change for the Future


