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International 
Coastal 
Cleanup Day

On 17th September 2022, International Coastal 
Cleanup Day, around 100 volunteers descended 
on Veli Beach to embark on a beach clean up 
drive for a cleaner and sustainable environment. 
With the help of plastic task force volunteers, 
our team members, Haritha Karma Sena mem-
bers and Corporation staff, we were able to clean 
up 10,000 sq metres in 2 hours. After this, the 
waste audit was also completed at the venue and 
the waste was shifted to the Material Recovery 
Centre of the Trivandrum Corporation.

For the past 3 years, Thanal along with the Plas-
tic Task Force (PTF) has been continuing its 
mission against marine pollution. Ocean trash 
is a serious pollution problem that affects the 
health. 



of the people, marine wildlife and local economies. 
The objectives of the Cleanup is to engage people to 
remove trash and debris from beaches,  to identify 
the sources and types of litter, to change behaviours 
that cause pollution and to raise awareness on the 
extent of marine pollution.

Thanal Plastic Task Force team with Beach Cleanup Drive team at Veli Tourist Village 

The entire trash collected from Veli beach consisted 
of  Total 2500 Plastic Pieces, 90Kg Chappals, 319 
Glass Bottles, 32 Kg Thermocol, 2kg paper and 10 
kg other wastes including medical wastes collected 
from Veli Beach.

Thanal team also did a brand audit of the litter. 
GAIA (Global Alliance for Incinerator Alternatives) 
and Break Free From Plastic Movement (BFFP) is 
mobilising people all over the world to participate 
in the Brand Audit to hold corporations accountable 
for creating the plastic pollution crisis. This brand 
audit is done as a continuation of the beach clean 
up activity where we analyse the plastic waste col-
lected from the beach. Waste from the Veli beach 
had several plastic packets of  Old Monk, Skei Ice 
creams, Milma, HUL, Aquafina, Pepsico, Brittania 
etc.



Break free from plastic, a global movement envi-
sioning a future free from plastic pollution, plans 
to publish a consolidated report of the cleanups 
around the world. They would then take this up 
with the major brands worldwide to make them ac-
countable and to persuade them to find alternative, 
eco-friendly packaging. The data from Kerala will 
also be shared soon in the form of a report. With the 
Government banning Single Use Plastics we hope 
to see a major reduction of plastics in the waste in 
our coast. Given below is the result of the Brand 
Audit in a nutshell.





In association with GIZ, Two art  installations were 
set up in Trivandrum City. With the design help of  
three enterprising KSID students - Anusree, Arul 
and Mansha, Thanal exhibited two installations 
at Veli and Napier Museum to create awareness 
against Single Use Plastics during 25-27 September. 
Sri.Faisal, District Coordinator, Suchitwa mission, 
inaugurated the installation at Veli. Our friend and 
supporter Sri V K Prashanth MLA also took time 
off his busy schedule to visit the city venue.

As Thanal takes an advocacy approach by spear-
heading  public awareness campaigns,  we hope to 
educate the public about the dangers of Single Use 
Plastic Pollution and how it will affect our health. 
The installations focused on the newborn baby 
which symbolises future generation to stress how 
exposed the infants are to the omnipresent plas-
tics around us and how it will damage their health. 
Through such art works, we hope to capture the at-
tention of the public to change their behaviour and 
get more community involvement in such issues.

https://www.instagram.com/reel/CjIXvaRg9xd/?utm_source=ig_
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Empowering  
the Tribal  
Community at Ranni
In the Second Phase of NABARD Tribal Develop-
ment Fund, Thanal strives to financially empower 
the tribal community through skill development 
and micro financing. At Adichipuzha hamlet, we 
have started Shingari melam training to 11 benefi-
ciaries of the Malavedan community. Shingari mel-
am is now a popular trend in Kerala and is played 
not only during  temple festivals, but also during 
weddings, shop openings, government functions, 
VIP visits on many such occassions. We also plan 
to train interested beneficiaries at Manakkayam and 
Kurumbanmoozhy hamlets in the art.

Last month, Thanal also forayed into microfinance 
to tribal communities. Tribals, being generally ex-
cluded from banking services, are usually depend-
ent on money lenders who charge exorbitant in-
terest rates. So, to help them, Thanal has formed 7 
self help groups till now among our beneficiaries to 
grant interest free loans to the group. This allows 
the group members to take on reasonable small 
business loans or use funds for a common purpose 
safely, and in a manner that is consistent with ethi-
cal lending practices.

“ Plant to Gain ”  
Distribution of  
farming Kits

Thanal team conducted awareness and training 
sessions in September about Agro ecology and dis-
tributed farming kits to 63 farmer beneficiaries at 
Trivandrum. The kits consist of manures, seeds, 
organic inputs, saplings etc. Agro ecology Fund 
sponsored “ Nattaale Nettamulloo” project - which 
means  ‘Plant to Gain’. Through this project we plan 
to expand their knowledge on Agroecology practic-
es and distribute grow kits to a total of 1300 farm-
ers, predominantly women farmers, at Trivandrum, 
Wayanad and Palakkad. Thanal has been working 
on agroecology for more than two decades and has 
been able to instil the philosophy and practice of 
agro ecology among. Thanal also supports farmers 
across Kerala and monitor their farming practices, 
provides technical support and assists them in get-
ting organic certifications of Govt like Participatory 
Guarantee Systems (PGS).

Through these interventions, Thanal aims to im-
prove local food production and crop diversity, em-
power vulnerable communities and reduce Green-
house Gas (GHG) emissions. On a long term basis, 
we hope to create a community movement which 
will lead to a shift from industrial agricultural prac-
tices to localised production, improved economic 
and social status to farmers and producers, bring 
about policy amendments favouring agroecological 
practices etc.
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Study of Human - 
Wildlife Conflict

Webinar

Sharing borders with three protected forests spread 
across three states, Noolpuzha Panchayath, Wayanad 
is in an unenviable situation with several instanc-
es of Man- animal conflicts faced by the residents. 
In a meeting attended by elected representatives, 
panchayat officials and local political party leaders at 
the Panchayath last week, Thanal was appointed as the 
technical advisor and was asked to prepare a Detailed 
Project Report on wildlife conflict mitigation. For this 
purpose, the team is now attending grama sabha meet-
ings across the Panchayath to collect public opinions 
and suggestions regarding the human wildlife conflict. 

Miss. Amaya Mathew, Thanal Research Fellow, Tha-
nal took a webinar session on MicroPlastics on 21 
Sep, 2022. Through the  webinar  she spoke about mi-
croplastics, its sources, impacts, and potential reme-
dies to the general public during this alarming surge of 
microplastics in and around our ecosystem.

AMAYA MATHEW  
Research Fellow, Thanal

Thanal is organising a series of webinar as part of 
Thanal Environmental education Programme to cre-
ate awareness and encouraging individuals to explore 
environmental issues, learn, engage and take actions 
to build a better future. For more updates about up-
coming events, check out our social media pages.



involved in every other initiative that has ecological 
equilibrium at its core. And yet, rather than being sat-
isfied, they remain determined to push forward, meet-
ing every challenge head-on and dealing with every 
new campaign and scheme with unabated enthusiasm. 
It was honestly a matter of great joy to me that there 
were so many people in the same place with the same 
sentiments towards the world we live in. Right now, 
I cannot claim to be as fervent as they are, of course 
not, but if, in the course of my life, I make at least half 
the impact on society that these people have made, I 
would be really pleased. To sum it up, my experience 
volunteering at Thanal was new, but by no means dis-
orienting; profound, but definitely not unfathomable. 
On a personal level, I had the privilege of working 
in an atmosphere imbued with great honesty and al-
truism and interacting with a number of people who 
embodied those ideals. From a higher vantage point, 
however, the view of what I gained from this stint is 
far broader – a definite idea of how little I knew, but 
how much I was capable of, both as an individual and 
as a member of society.
I’m glad I got this opportunity”.

Given below is an article by Verite 
Kishore, our youngest volunteer 
who is helping us with content 
creation while he is waiting for 
college admissions after his 12th 
Board exams.

“The time I spent as a volunteer at 
Thanal gave me a new perspective to view the organ-
isation from, one I had never been exposed to before. 
I was no stranger to Thanal, having been a consum-
er of their produce (sold at their own Organic Ba-
zaar) for years (I had even attended a summer camp 
conducted by them a number of years ago) and was 
therefore perfectly aware of their ideology and their 
commitment to it; after all, the stomach doesn’t lie. 
However, it was only while volunteering that I was 
able to understand the scale of Thanal’s operations 
and the extent of their influence throughout Kerala; 
even the global connections of the organisation were, 
as I found out, nothing to sneeze at. From the Carbon 
Neutrality Campaign at Meenangadi, Wayanad to the 
Zero Waste Cities project, Thanal was (or rather, is) 

VERITE KISHORE
Volunteer, Thanal



Currently there are MSW interns working with Zero 
waste team at Trivandrum. They helped with flea mar-
ket organising work and installation campaigns. At 
Thanal Agro Ecology Centre ( TAEC), Panavally, BSc 
Agriculture students are working with Agro ecology 
Team in harvesting crops, planting, biodiversity mon-
itoring, helping in the farmer survey etc on a month 
long internship programme.

At Attappady, our first batch of Youth Fellows have 
completed their 3 month course with just the exams 
remaining. This youth fellowship programme is our 
maiden attempt to bring awareness to the current gen-
eration of tribal youth about their heritage, including 
practices, representations, expressions, knowledge 
and skills. We believe that such an education about 
their farming practices, biodiversity, culture, rituals 
are essential for the ongoing sustenance, strength and 
wellbeing of the communities.

Volunteers, Interns and Fellows are an essential part 
of Thanal. No matter the reason for their participation, 
they spend their time and effort to support our cause. 
Often, they are also our driving force, biggest support-
ers and advocates. We have had volunteers/interns/fel-
lows to help us in all our major campaigns- be it Pedal 
Against Poison or Beach Clean up or our research/ 
documentation work. Your willingness to give Tha-
nal your time and service is greatly appreciated. Your 
support of Thanal’s mission allows us to reach out to 
more people each year.

Being an NGO, we do have intern/volunteer require-
ments right now and always !!! We are looking out 
for socially committed youngsters who are interested 
in farming, zero waste concepts or  organic living. At 
present we also have vacancies for video editors and 
graphic designers.



https://forms.gle/tynv7fxP3WypoAwY9
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