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Every year, World Environment Day is ob-
served on June 5. This day is celebrated 
to encourage awareness and environ-
mental protection. According to the Unit-
ed Nations, “The celebration of this day 
provides us with an opportunity to broad-
en the basis for an enlightened opinion 
and responsible conduct by individuals, 
enterprises, and communities in pre-
serving and enhancing the environment.” 
World Environment Day 2022 is hosted 
by Sweden.The World Environment Day 
2022 global campaign #OnlyOneEarth fo-

cuses on the need to live sustainably in 
harmony with nature, and our possibilities 
for shifting to a greener lifestyle through 
both policies and individual choices. “Only 
One Earth” was the motto for the 1972 
Stockholm Conference. 50 years on, the 
motto is as pertinent as ever – this plan-
et is our only home, and humanity must 
safeguard its finite resources.

Thanal plans to celebrates this environ-
mental month with a series of events.



Pedal Against Poison
End the Cycle of Posion
Second phase of Pedal Against Poison Campaign with 
Cycle rally and a drawing competition for school kids.

Read more about the campaign
https://thanaltrust.org/pedalagainstpoison/

The only one time nearly 200 countries reached an agreement to phase down the 

potent greenhouse gases known as hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs). The Montreal  

Protocol is the international agreement designed to protect the ozone layer by phasing 

out the production and consumption of numerous substances that are responsible 

for ozone depletion, which resulted in the recovery of our Ozone Layer. 

We shall once again unite together for our #onlyoneearth

Did
You
Know?

PROTECT OUR CHILDREN 
Campaign

THANAL ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION PROGRAMME

Thanal in association with PANAP (Pesticide 
Action Network Asia- Pacific) is educating and 
empowering our younger generation about 
the dangers of pesticides in food and its solu-
tions. Thanal is organising a one day session 
about the impacts of pesticides and a hands-
on experience on kitchen gardening at  Govt 
VHSS Kottukal, Punnakulam,  on June 8, 2022.

 A one day training on Kitchen gardening  and household waste   
 Management fo residents of Trivandrum.
 Awareness campaigns & seminars
 Webinar Series
 Inviting essays from housewives on  ‘Environment and 
 Development - A home makers perspective’ for a book of 100 
 selected essays on the same.
 Treeplanting drive at St. Xaviers School, Peyad, Wayanad.

Visit Our Social media pages to know more about the environmental month 
celebration events



CLIMATE LITERACY CAMPAIGN
Meenagadi Panchayat to be the First Climate 

Literate Panchayat in India

Climate patterns play a fundamental role in 
shaping natural ecosystems, and the human 
lives, communities, economies and cultures 
that depend on them. Climate change is af-
fecting the people world over in far-reaching 
ways. Climate change affects human health 
and wellbeing through extreme weather events, 
decreased air and water quality, and diseases 
transmitted by insects, food, and water. Climate 
disruptions to agriculture have been increasing 
and are likely to diminish the security of food 
supply. Surface and groundwater supplies are 
stressed. These and several other aspects of 
climate change are having increasingly complex 
and important impacts on the world’s economy 
and quality of life. 
 
This is where Climate Literacy comes into pic-
ture.Climate Literacy, also known as Climate 
Science Literacy, is the understanding a person 
or a community has of their impact (individually 
and as a whole) on a region’s climate, as well 

as the effect of climatic conditions on human 
activities in the region. Basic climate literacy 
for all is crucial. It helps people understand 
and address the impacts of the climate crisis, 
empowering them with the knowledge, skills, 
values and attitudes needed to act as agents 
of change.

Meenangadi Panchayath launched a formal 
Climate literacy campaign  in May, 2022 with 
the support of NABARD and Thanal.The ini-
tiative is being rolled out as a second phase 
of Carbon Neutral Meenagadi project, which 
was launched in 2016. This campaign was 
inaugurated by Sri. Shreyams Kumar, Ex MP 
at Meenangadi. Through this Climate and En-
vironmental Literacy Campaign, we plan to 
ensure that the residents of the panchayath 
get awareness about the Climate Change, its  
impacts on local residents and the solutions to 
adapt to climate changes. Sri. Sreyamskumar, 
in his inaugural address,  said that  Meenangadi 

‘Climate Literacy Campaign’ poster launch at Meenangadi by the  
District Panchayath President Sri. Samshad Marakkar.



grama panchayat is a model to emulate as this 
is the first such campaign by a civic body in 
the country. He also praised the community 
level initiatives of the Panchayath. The session 
was presided over by Sri. Vinayan, Panchayath 
President. Sri. Raju, Director, Thanal spoke on 
the topic. This climate change literacy cam-
paign is implemented as part of the phase II of 

its carbon-neutral project under the leadership 
of President Sri. K. E Vinayan.

“Two volunteers each are selected from 19 
wards of the panchayat for the campaign. Talk 
shows, door to door visits, social media cam-
paigns, and seminars are to be held”, said Ajith 
Tomy, Programme coordinator, Thanal.

The difference between Weather & Climate?
Weather refers to short term atmospheric conditions (what we feel in a day, like snow, 

rain, and cold. This is called ‘dinanthareeksham’ in Malayalam) while climate is the 

weather of a specific region averaged over a long period of time. Climate change 

refers to long-term changes.

Did
You
Know?



Exploring New Avenues at 
Pathanamthitta

After the successful stint  in goat rearing and 
apiculture at Ranni tribal hamlets, NABARD 
and Thanal distributes fishlings to the tribal 
communities of five hamlets in Pathanamthit-
ta. As part of the first sustainable livelihood 
project in Kerala, NABARD has supplied goats  
to 343 beneficiaries and apiculture equip-
ments to 71 beneficiaries.  Almost all of them 
have started getting regular income out of 
it. Encouraged by its success, NABARD  and 

Thanal have provided the seven residents of 
Adichipuzha hamlet with Fish farming equip-
ments. This includes an artificial pond of 3500 
ltrl capacity, 50 fishlings, fish feeds, pump to 
change water and pH test kits. Training has 
been given to the beneficiaries and evaluation 
is done every week.  Team hopes that this will 
also be a profitable venture and will help them 
earn a sustainable livelihood which is the main 
focus of the project launched in 2021.



A Model to Emulate
Anil Dev, who is a retiree, started association 
with Thanal five years back when he forayed 
into organic farming. Hailing from a farm-
ing family, he was always interested in farm-
ing and used to grow vegetables for personal 
use. Once he retired, he entered 
full time into farming. “In the ini-
tial days, I used to give the surplus 
harvest to neighbours and later 
they started asking for more. So 
I bought the nearby land also and 
started growing vegetables on  a 
large scale in the land and ter-
race and started selling it.” Now 
in his farm, he grows ladies finger, 
bean, spinach, snake gourd, bitter gourd, to-
mato and brinjal using only organic manures 
and repellants. He only uses organic manures 
from cow dung and coco peat and uses or-
ganic pest repellents like panchagavya and 

patthila keedaniyanthrini. “I am now able to 
harvest more through organic farming than 
what I used to get through conventional farm-
ing.These produces also have great demand. 
During the Pandemic, when I was unable to 

go out to sell my produce, people 
used to come to my house and 
buy them. After receiving  PGS  
(Participatory Guarantee System) 
certification, I have also start-
ed supplying to Organic Bazaar 
which gives me a sizeable income. 
Mobile Agri Clinic of Thanal also 
visits the field regularly and helps 
me with bio inputs and tips.

I believe that everyone should try to grow at 
least a few vegetables to lead a healthy life. 
Let us nourish a healthy future generation. Let 
us all eat safe food and stay healthy.”

Anil Dev



This is the story of one of our PGS (Participa-
tory Guarantee System) certified farmers who 
is also an ardent advocate of ‘healthy food for 
all’. Thanal is one of the authorised Regional 
certification councils of PGS, an organic farm 
certification recognised by the Govt of India. 
This certification guarantees the organic in-
tegrity of the farmer’s produce and also ena-

bles him to market his own produce. We have 
handheld more than 700 farmers till date in 
the organic farming and certification process. 
Organic Bazaar, our social enterprise, sources 
products only from PGS certified farmers. This 
ensures 100% safe and healthy produce at Or-
ganic Bazaar.

If you like to know more about PGS Certification process, or would like to avail the services of 
Mobile Organic Agri Clinic, Contact : 9496520121

Follow us



Youth Fellow ship Programme at   
Vedhevella - The Mannookkaran school of 

tribal agriculture. Attappadi
Vedhevella, Attappadi is all set to start the three 
month youth fellowship programme in June, 
2022.This offers an immersive experience for 
21 selected fellows - 14 at Vedhevella and  
seven from Sambarcode. We are looking forward 
to training the students not only on traditional 
tribal farming (theory and Practical), the tradi-
tional customs and rituals which are an integral 
part of sustainable living of the tribal commu-
nities, but also on topics of waste manage-
ment, climate change, animal husbandry and 
dangers of chemical pesticides. This is a novel  
initiative of Thanal to protect the old age wisdom 
of indegenous people and inculcate in youth 
a responsibility to protect and conserve the  
environment . Initially started for the local youth, 
we are planning to offer these programmes 
for any one interested in sustainable living and 
tribal farming practices.

Vedhevella was originally formed as a farm-

ers collective formed by the Attappadi youth 
to revive Panjakrishi - the traditional tribal 
agriculture of Attappadi and to save the inde-
genous rice and millet varieties. 27 traditional 
seed varieties - 13 millet seeds and remaining 
pulses and vegetable seeds are now conserved 
and farmed at Vedhevella. This is also now a 
training and education centre which focuses 
on promoting tribal agriculture, traditional food 
habits and customs of tribal communities.

June shall also witness ‘Kambalam’, the  
agriculture  festival of the tribal communities 
in Attappady to herald the monsoon. The res-
idents sing traditional songs and dance to the 
beats of instruments as they sow seeds of mil-
lets, pulses and vegetables. Team is planning 
to conduct Kambalam at Sambarcode demo 
plot which shall also be a practical field for the 
fellows.Visit this link to view ’Kambalam’ which 
was held last year

https://www.instagram.com/tv/CSW1KN-JaWj/?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y=



Events 
Attended

Upcoming 
Events

Thanal team members attended the 5 day meeting at Penang, Malaysia, organised by 
PAN Asia Pacific for discussions on strengthening of communities through agroecology 
farming and phasing out of pesticides from farming in the Asia Pacific Area.

Inauguration of ‘Plastic Task force - a community of 
volunteers fighting against plastic’ at St. Pauls College, 
Kalamassery on June 2,2022 organised by Thanal and 
supported by Kalamasserry Municipality. 




