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At the 2022 United Nations Ocean Conference held 
at Lisbon from 27 June- 1 July, UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guetteras  stated “I apologise on behalf of 
my generation to your generation in relation to the 
state of the ocean, state of biodiversity and state of 
climate change”. He told the youth that they will be 
essential in reversing worsening trends, rescuing 
planet. 

More than 6,000 participants, 
including 24 Heads of State 
and Government, and over 
2,000 representatives of 
civil society attended the 
conference, advocating for 
urgent and concrete actions 
to tackle the ocean crisis.

The State plans to strictly enforce the ban on sin-
gle-use plastic products from July 1, 2022. Govern-
ment had banned the manufacture, sale, storage 
and transportation of single-use plastic as far back 
as January 2020. But, the ban could not be enforced 
effectively, particularly as COVID-19 reared its head.

The Conference concluded with the world leaders 
adopting an action-oriented Political Declaration 
to save the ocean from existing and future threats, 
including marine pollution, harmful fishing practic-
es, biodiversity loss, and acidification. Through the 
Declaration, titled “Our Ocean, Our Future, Our Re-

sponsibility”, the Leaders said that 
greater ambition is required at all 
levels to address the dire state of 

the ocean. They  expressed 
deep regret over their col-
lective failure to achieve 
several of the targets of 

Goal 14 despite progress 
in some areas. 

Now, the Union Government has announced the ban 
on manufacture, import, stocking, distribution, sale, 
and use of certain single-use plastic products that 
have low utility and high potential for littering on 
July 1. Kerala has taken this further and has added a 
few more items to the banned products list. Kerala 

IN KERALA, BAN ON SINGLE-USE PLASTIC  
FROM JULY 1

Lisbon 
Declaration 2
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Govt shall charge a penalty in the range of ₹10,000 to 
₹50,000 and cancellation of licence for repeat viola-
tors, in case of a business,  will be imposed as per cur-
rent provisions. Local bodies and the police together 
enforce the plastic ban. While some local bodies are 

Following  were some of the recommendations 
outlined in the Lisbon declaration

The signatories emphasised the importance of implement-
ing the Paris Agreement of 2015, and last November’s Glas-
gow Climate Pact to help ensure the health, productivity, 
sustainable use, and resilience of the ocean.

Amongst the voluntary commitments by several countries, 
India also committed to a Coastal Clean Seas Campaign 
and work towards a ban on single use plastics..

Recognising that developing and least developed coun-
tries face particular capacity challenges, political leaders 
are committing to strengthen data collection efforts and 
enhancing cooperation at all levels to share knowledge.

Financing Blue Economy is another particular focus of the 
declaration.  Innovative financing solutions must be found 
to drive the transformation towards sustainable ocean-
based economies, and scale up nature-based solutions, as 
well as ecosystem-based approaches to support the resil-
ience, restoration, and conservation of coastal ecosystems.

Empower youth, women, and indigenous people -Recog-
nising the important role of indigenous, traditional, and 
local knowledge, innovation and sustainable practices held 
by indigenous peoples, as well as the role of social science 
in planning, decision-making and implementation, leaders 
are calling to meaningful participation of local commu-
nities, women and children.

Calling on stakeholders to urgently take concerted action 
to accelerate implementation to achieve Goal 14, the Con-
ference concluded saying that “restoring harmony with 
nature through a healthy ocean is critical for the planet”.
The UN Ocean Conference, co hosted by Govts of Kenya 
and Portugal

proactive about it, others are not equipped enough. 
In such cases, setting up of district-level squads to 
get local bodies to take action is under consideration, 
say the officials.

Details of single use plastics which are banned
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This year,  as the paddy sowing season began, 18 
Long duration (up to 6 months) desi rice varieties 
were sown in the greenhouse of Thanal Agro Ecology 

‘PROTECT OUR CHILDREN Campaign’ in associ-
ation with PANAP (Pesticide Action Network Asia- 
Pacific) started off with a session on ‘awareness about 
pesticides used in food and agroecology as a solution’ 
for the school students of Govt VHSS, Kottukal, Pun-
nakulam on 8 June 2022. After the session by Smt. 
Usha.S, Director, Thanal, they were also given hands-
on training on starting a seed bed and kitchen garden.

Centre at Panavally, Wayanad. Later on, this will be 
transplanted to the Rice Diversity Block field, where 
300 plus traditional rice varieties are conserved.

NEW BEGINNINGS

#ONLYONEEARTH 
EVENTS- JUNE

Greenhouse of Thanal Agro Ecology Centre at Panavally

PROTECT OUR CHILDREN CAMPAIGN

Thanal, in solidarity with World Environment Day, has  
organised a series of events in June as follows. 

Watch Thanal’s & PANAP initiative to Protect our children from toxic pesticides. 
https://youtu.be/hAgpMbV24xA

https://youtu.be/hAgpMbV24xA
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PLASTIC TASK FORCE AT ERNAKULAM

KAPPI WITH QUESTION; 2

WEBINAR SERIES - PART 1

The Plastic Task Force was inaugurated at St. Paul’s 
College Kalamassery with the support of Kalamasser-
ry municipality and Youth Red Cross wing of St. Paul’s 
College.  Sri. Anil Kumar, Retd Health Inspector in-
augurated the event. Thanal had launched Plastic 
Task Force in 2019 as a platform for our youth  to 
get involved  in plastic litter studies, clean ups and 
awareness programmes  to prevent plastic menace in 
the oceans and coastal regions. The event was presid-

Thanal team member Lakshmy. S took a webinar 
session about  Climate change and Carbon Neutral-
ity  focusing on climate change,  various landmark 

agreements/targets and Carbon Neutral develop-
ment, explained with the help of the ‘Carbon Neutral 
Meenangadi’ project. Around 50 people participated.

ed over by Sri. Jose Xavier, Vice Principal, St. Pauls 
College. Health Inspector Sri Sunil, Thanal CEO, 
Sri. Raju, team members Sujith, Akhil, College Pro-
gramme officer Texon Joseph, and Student Rep Rajeev 
Patrick spoke on the occasion.

We hope to create more Plastic Task Forces in Thris-
sur and Nedumangad and later on expand to all dis-
tricts of Kerala.

This time around, Kaapi with questions; edition 2. 
was about the so called developments which keep 
happening in our neighbourhood about which 
no-one seems bothered about, but which might 
cause serious implications to people and environ-
ment later. Incidents were related and opinions 
were given.  It was indeed heartwarming to see so 
many youngsters participating and voicing their 
concerns about environment, public apathy, sus-
tainability, health sector, basic amenities etc on the 
event conducted at Thanal office on 23rd July 2022.  
We are hoping to continue the kappi, the questions 
and answers...
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EXHIBITION AND 
TRAINING ON 
HOUSEHOLD WASTE 
MANAGEMENT

NJATTUVELA  
CHANTHA & KARSHAKA 
SANGAMAM  AT OLERY, 
THRISSUR

PLANTING 
MEDICINAL HERBS

TRAINING SESSIONS 
AT WAYANAD

Thanal organised an exhibition and four training 
sessions about household waste management and 
composting for the employees of Appolo Tyres at 
Kalamasserry and Thrissur.

Prakrithi (Self help group of Thanal employees) 
members planting medicinal herbs at Thanal office, 
Trivandrum in connection with Environment Day.  
Members enthusiastically participated in the plant-
ing of Saplings of Aloe Vera, Tulsi, Mint, turmeric, 
adalodakam, oregano, and many more.

Thanal participated in the fair organised by V K Mo-
hanan Karshika Samskrithi and displayed Kerala’s na-
tive paddy varieties which are superior in qualities 
compared to the new rice varieties. Most of them 
also have nutritional or medicinal benefits. Thanal 
promotes on farm conservation and popularisation 
of desi rice varieties.

Thanal Agroecology Team organised three Training 
sessions about the impacts of pesticides on the health 
and environment and relevance of agroecology farm-
ing practices among 34  farmers out of which one is 
a women farmers group at Thirunelly Panchayath in 
Wayanad. Thanal is now focusing on forming wom-
ens’ groups to bring a positive change through Agro-
ecology in their farms and communities.
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people knowledge-
able on the subject 
opened my eyes to 
the dangers such 
practices present to 
the environment. 
Even while the plan-
tation was intact, I 
had given up artifi-
cial fertilizers; soon 
afterwards, I decided 
to cut it down. After 
doing so, however, I was left clueless – I had no idea 
what to do next,” explains Kishore.
Later, it occurred to him that crops like yam, taro and 
the like, which were already present in the area in 
patches, could be grown on a larger scale, this time us-
ing purely organic methods from the start. The move 
proved successful, and the yield grew so large that 
he started thinking along commercial lines rather 
than from the perspective of mere self-sustenance. “It 
was then that I contacted Jayakumar, my friend from 
Thanal, who suggested I become a supplier to their 
Bazaar,” says Kishore, who has since expanded his 
range of crops to chilli, brinjal, plantain and so on. By 
this time, Kishore was already well- acquainted with 
Thanal – in fact, he was a regular client. “It was near-
ly 15 years ago that I started buying groceries from 
Thanal on a friend’s recommendation. What really 
caught my notice was their transparency and sincerity 
as regards their produce; the immovable conviction 
they had in their principles and their refusal to sway 
from those principles set them apart from other stores 
that, unlike Thanal, were organic only in name. The 
availability of  their products further increased my 
trust in them – they would only have seasonal fruits 
and vegetables at any given time, and that too, only 
realistic quantities of those, which showed plainly that 
their supplier base was small and committed. Even 
when I turned supplier, they were extremely thorough 
and strict with their protocol, despite having known 
me for years by then,” he says. 

Kishore’s own philosophy is not too far from Thanal’s. 

HEALTHY LIVING SPACE: 
BIRTHING AN ECOSYSTEM

Arun Kishore

by Verite Kishore

Arun Kishore is currently on a very different path 
from that which a younger version of him would have 
imagined. And yet, he feels not a hint of regret at 
where he is now. “My family grew rubber and paddy 
in clutches, but I never was interested in it,” he says. 
Now, he is both a regular client and an occasional 
supplier to Thanal Organic Bazaar.

A filmmaker by profession, Kishore’s eventual foray 
into farming stems from his long-standing fascina-
tion for trees, particularly wild varieties. Wherever 
he went, he would keep an eye out for flora he had 
yet to come across. It was not so much the scientific 
aspect that he was drawn by as it was the aesthetic and 
ecological value, he says; if he came across a species 
he had not seen before, he would try and obtain its 
saplings to plant back home at Arackal, a small village 
in Kollam district. He would even visit forests with 
the intention of collecting saplings of wild trees. Over 
time, his interest spread to fruit trees as well. “Fruit 
trees are important in many ways,” says Kishore, “they 
not only serve as a food source for us, but also attract 
a number of birds, insects and other animals.” Plant-
ing fruit trees, therefore, helped Kishore nurture a 
small (as of now) ecosystem at his home in addition 
to furthering his interest in trees. It was only much 
later, however, that he ventured into agriculture as 
such. Before that, he had managed a rubber plantation 
on that same plot for some years, which he eventu-
ally razed himself owing to his growing distaste for 
the practice of monoculture and the use of artificial 
fertilizers. “Books, articles and conversations with 

SPECIAL FEATURE
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He believes in a kind of farming where the health of 
the ecosystem gains preference over yield or income; 
he is only open to making use of nature’s bounty in 
a way that does not hurt the natural state of the sur-
rounding environment, a policy he strictly follows on 
his land. “My ultimate goal is to turn my land into 
a full-fledged ecosystem that also provides me with 
opportunities for self-sustenance and commerce– 
a Healthy Living Space, which is also what I have 
named my farm. This is a philosophy that I decided to 
implement after meeting farmers all over Kerala and 
gaining information about their methods. My idea of 
farming does not follow any particular model, but is 
an amalgamation of my own ideas and those derived 
from other farmers I have interacted with,” he says. 
Though he is now based in Thiruvananthapuram, he 
makes frequent visits to Arackal and remains deeply 
involved in all developments on his farm. The nearly 
6-acre plot also contains a private forest of area ap-
proximately 70 cents, which has been left untouched.

Kishore does not find organic farming any more 
rigorous than conventional farming. “It is definitely 
possible to earn an income – a profit, in fact – through 
organic farming. The problem that arises in most cas-
es is that when one tries to shift to organic farming 
from that aided by synthetic chemicals, the results 
are not immediate because the soil requires time – 
maybe 2 or 3 years – to return to full health after its
strength has been drained from previous use of such 
substances. In such situations, patience is essential. 
However, if one is using organic methods from the 
start, it is fairly straightforward. In my opinion, the 
most important things for anyone trying to take up or
switch to organic farming are sincerity, diligence and 
an unbreakable spirit that refuses to succumb to ex-
ternal pressure of any kind.”

One hopes that Arun Kishore will realise his dream 
of nurturing the place where he grew up into one that 
lives up to its name –Healthy Living Space.

INDEGENOUS KNOWLEDGE  
TRANSFER - TRIBAL YOUTH FELLOWSHIP 

PROGRAMME

Traditional knowledge is at the core of indigenous 
identity, culture, languages, heritage and livelihoods, 
and its transmission from one generation to the next 
must be protected, preserved and encouraged. To fa-
cilitate this knowledge transfer, Thanal has started a 
Tribal youth fellowship programme started at Attap-
pady in June, 2022 and 11 youth have joined. This is 
an immersive programme for the students on tradi-
tional tribal farming (theory and practical)and the 

traditional customs and rituals which are an integral 
part of sustainable living of the tribal communities. 
The youth are enthusiastic about the programme and 
are currently enjoying the field training programme 
on Tribal agriculture. In future, we are also planning 
to offer these programmes for any one interested in 
sustainable living and tribal farming practices.
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CLIMATE LITERACY CAMPAIGN

EVENTS ATTENDED

The Climate literacy campaign in May, 2022 launched 
by Meenangadi Panchayath with the support of NA-

 Thanal was invited as knowledge partners in 
‘Naamb -22’ - Kerala Climate Assembly for Children 
and Youth’, held on June 6 at Kerala Legislative As-
sembly. It was hosted by the Legislative Assembly 
and UNICEF.  Team members Lakshmy S, Namitha 
Madhukumar and Ananthapadmanabhan attended 
the assembly and manned the ‘Knowledge Kiosk’ on 
Carbon Neutral Development and Lakshmy S pre-
sented ‘Carbon Neutral Meenangadi’ at the technical 
session.

Conduct Agroecology Training for Farmers at 
Wayanad.
 
Sowing of 30 medium duration native rice varieties 
and transplantation of 12 Long duration of Varieties 
to the Rice Diversity Block at Thanal AgroEcology 
Centre , Wayanad.

BARD and Thanal came to a fruitful end in June. 
Thanal organised  month-long ward consultations 
and door to door awareness programmes at Meenan-
gadi grama panchayat of Wayanad district.19 spe-
cial gramasabhas were held as part of the campaign. 
Thanal’s CEO Sri. Raju S, team members Ajith Tomy, 
Jishnu M, Anusree Balaraman and Ananthapad-
manabhan led these discussions to raise awareness 
on climate change. The initiative was rolled out as 
a second phase of the Carbon Neutral Meenangadi 
project, which was launched in 2016.

 Thanal Executive Director, Sri. Jayakumar. 
C presented a paper on ‘Wayanad Carbon Neutral 
brand and global potential - In the context of today’s 
climate challenges’ at the All India Kisan Sabha two-
day conference for Coffee farmers, held at Virajpet, 
Karnataka on June 11th.


