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It was WORLD EARTH DAY on APRIL 22. This 
year’s theme was - INVEST IN OUR PLANET.  
Earth Day is widely recognized as the largest 
secular observance in the world, as a day of 
action to change human behavior and create 
global, national and local policy changes. The 
fight for a clean environment continues with 
increasing urgency, as the ravages of climate 
change become more and more apparent every 
day. This year’s earth day was a call for busi-
nesses to shift towards sustainable practices. This 
movement is expected to change the business 
climate, the political climate, and how to take 
action on the climate. “Now is the time for the 
unstoppable courage to preserve and protect 
our health, our families, and our livelihoods,” 
said earthday.org

For an Organisation like Thanal, Every day is 
Earth Day. Thanal Team members practise zero 
waste philosophy and engage in composting, 
kitchen gardening and conservation of animals 
and plants naturally and not just as part of their 
daily work activities. It is this commitment 
and passion that have helped Thanal to grow 
and reach out to communities and help in their 
education and upliftment. This earth day we 
celebrated that passion and our nature.

Click on the link to watch our reel posted on 
earth Day in our social Media.
https://www.instagram.com/reel/CcoyqCOgpMt/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link

WORLD 
EARTHDAY
on April 22

Thanal also did a webinar on Earth day 
for the staff of Allianz focusing on waste 
segregation and management along with 
a demo on compost and a quiz.

Thanal



Goat rearing has changed the lives 
of these elderly couple at 
Pathanamthitta.
Our joy knew no bounds when our beneficiaries 
Raman Gopi and his wife informed us about 
the how their life has been changed through 
NABARD TDF Project. They are an elderly 
couple who were struggling financially to meet 
their monthly expenses including their medical 
bills. They have been living separately from 
their children for more than 3 years now. Two 
years before, both of them had a terrible acci-
dent and they were unable to work and find an 
income of their own. 

During that time, Thanal with the support of 
NABARD had launched sustainable livelihood 
programme at Pathanamthitta. Raman Gopi and 
his wife became beneficiary of this project. 
We had supplied 3 goats to them last year. We 

gave them goat rearing training sessions which 
they attended and also updated us regularly on 
their growth and wellness. Last month they sold 
off 3 kids which fetched them an amount of 
Rs.18000/-. Now they are happy about earning 
independently and being able to pay off their 
little debts and meet their medical expenses 
without burdening their children who are abroad. 
Raman Gopi’s wife also shared her immense 
happiness in receiving these goats which added 
colors to their lonely days. They also plan to 
expand their goat rearing as now again the goats 
are pregnant. This spurt in income have also 
boosted the morale of other goat beneficiaries 
who now feel confident to make a sustainable 
livelihood out of this. 



Our Nabard TDF project beneficiaries Raman Gopi and his wife.

Lovely sight from our NABARD TDF Pathanamthitta Office. We are happy to host 
this Red whiskered bulbul family nested in our hanging pot set up by our colleagues.



Biodiversity decline is a global issue, with po-
tential negative consequences for all economic 
sectors. Farmland biodiversity is an integral 
part of agriculture. It is the key to security and 
nutrition. Biodiversity studies help us to know 
how to improve soil characteristics, increase 
water quantity and quality, regulate pests and 
diseases, and enhance pollination to increase 
productivity and livelihood benefits, now and 
into the future. 

Thanal Agroecology Centre is one of the pi-
oneering organization in Kerala which under 
took various agricultural biodiversity conser-
vation programmes. Diversity is not only about 
conservation of different species of crops, but 
also about maintaining spatial and temporal 
diversity. In 2010 Thanal started an indigenous 
rice diversity conservation programme as part 
of Save Our Rice campaign in Thanal Agro 
Ecology Centre, with 64 rice varieties. Today 
Thanal conserve around 300+ traditional varie-
ties of paddy, out of which 180 are from Kerala, 

which are suitable for various geographical 
conditions and climate resilient. Thanal has 
shown special interest in identifying and con-
serving wild grown edible leaves diversity in 
TAEC with the help of traditional knowledge 
and local people in Wayanad. Several studies 
has been carried out and till now around 83 
wild grown edible leaves have been identified.

Along with these varieties of species, Thanal 
is maintaining 35 species of trees in its cam-
pus including timbre, shade trees, medicinal 
and local trees of Wayanad. TAEC also hosts 
different kinds of birds, butterflies, dragonflies 
and damselflies, spiders and have documented 
the same.Thanal has utilized each and every 
opportunity in picking up and disseminating as 
much knowledge as we can. On 24 April 2022 
Thanal team with the help of Anoop Sir, Organic 
farming and Horticulture consultant, organised a 
training session on Biodiversity monitoring for 
students and farmers at Meenangadi, Wayanad.

BIODIVERSITY 
CONSERVATION & MONITORING
Thanal Agroecology Centre Wayanad

Nearly 3 billion birds have lost their lives in the past 50 years



 An evening well spent with Book reading of ‘Silent spring’ 
which is said to be a conservationist’s Bible for volunteers 
and team members. The evening began with welcome speech 
by Akhil, brief introduction about Rachel Carlson by Sri. Jay-
akumar. C. Then Megha read the chapter - ‘Realms of Soil’  
from ‘Silent Spring’ and discussions followed over a tumbler 
of coffee and pazhampori. The discussions centered on the 

current soil condition in contrast 
to earlier days.  While some 
felt it is pointless now to ban 
pesticides as damage has already 
been done, many felt otherwise. 
There have also been doubts 
on whether natural farming is 
really profitable for our farm-
ers.  Though only a handful of 
volunteers turned up, those who 
came, participated actively. We 
hope to carry forward these 
learning sessions on a regular 
basis.

Are you interested in Volunteering with us ? Write to us at admin@thanal.co.in

In India, 3% of bird species face extinction; 19% of amphibians are threatened or critically endangered; 
over 12% of wild mammal species are threatened with extinction



MOBILE ORGANIC AGRI CLINIC
Our Agroecology team has been active last 
month with their Mobile Organic Agri Clinic 
activities - meeting farmers, resolving their 
queries and providing organic certification. 
Thanal Mobile Organic Agri Clinic is unique 
in its basic concept and approach. It is a fully 
equipped vehicle with all necessary farm tools 

and accessories, which offers technical support 
and mentoring to the farmers/Kitchen gardeners. 
Started in 2017, It has been able to reach more 
than 2000 farmers so far at Trivandrum and 
Wayanad. If you are staying at Trivandrum, or 
Kalpetta you can avail this facility.



EVENTS 
ATTENDED ARTICLE
On World Health day, Thanal team member Ajith 
Tomy presented about Carbon Neutral Meenan-
gadi, on behalf of Meenangadi Gramapanchay-
tat, at the Nationwide workshop on National 
Programme on Climate Change and Health  
( NPCCHH) organised by National health Mission 
at Kozhicode. After the presentation, Members 
from WHO, Ministry of Health Affairs and  
Health Secretaries from different states visited 
the Panchayath to know more about Carbon 
Neutral Activities going on at Meenangadi.
 
Team Members Namitha Madhukumar and 
Lakshmi Sundaresan attended SDG goalwise 
workshop held at Trivandrum organised by 
Programme Implementation Evaluation and 
Monitoring Department, Govt of Kerala on 5th 
April and gave recommendations for SDG 2. 

https://thanaltrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/
mazhayil-varunna-mattangal.pdf

Article in Kerala Karshakan, April 2022 is writ-
ten by Smt. Usha.S, Director, Thanal. Kerala 
always had plenty of rains. But, during the 
past decade, there has been drastic change in 
the rainfall patterns due to climate change and 
this has also severely hit the food crop yield in 
Kerala. Smt.Usha examines the rainfall pattern 
changes during the last decade and its relation 
to farming. She advocates the urgent need to 
scientifically study these changes and conse-
quently modify the farming methods, sowing 
and harvesting seasons etc  accordingly to save 
our agriculture sector.

Launch of Climate Literacy Programme by 
Meenangadi Gramapanchayath with the support 
of  Thanal and NABARD. will be Inauguarated 
by Sri. M V Shreyams Kumar this month.

Training session for Health officials and Sanitary 

workers in Nedumangad Municipality about the 
zero waste cities - waste management framework.


