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Introduction
Save Our Rice Campaign aims to build a movement

towards achieving food security and sovereignty, reviving rice
culture and sustaining rice ecosytems.  Save Our Rice attempts to
sustain rice by creating linkage between different sectors,
developing capacities to address local/ regional concerns, building
alternatives models for sustainable ecological rice cultivation and
developing a platform of people with rice culture as a common
concern.  The campaign was launched in 2004 in the Second
International Year of Rice in Kumbalangi, Keralam.  The Campaign
is coordinated by Thanal and CREATE.  The campaign is active in
five states - Tamilnadu, Kerala, Karnataka, Orissa and West Bengal,
where it is coordinated by partnes in those States.  The major
campaign objectives are

Conserving Rice Ecosystems

Sustaining Rice Culture and Diversity

Protecting Traditional Wisdom

Preventing GMOs and Toxics

Ensuring Safe and Nutritious Food

This dossier is a collection of media reports from October 2009 to
September 2012 related to work done in five states, by Save Our
Rice Campaign
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Article by S  Usha in Mathrubhoomi
weekly
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Article by S Usha in Punarjani Magazine
about Food and Freedom
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“No GM Food” a struggle towards food
security - Article by S Usha
in  Keraleeyam  Magazine
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Article by S Usha in Keraleeyam
Magazine  about dangerous pesticide use
in Kerala and its ill effects
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Organic way of  making  pest repelent
and  manure by Deepak R
in  Krishiyanganam Magazine
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How to prepare EM Solution
by Deepak  R in Krishiyanganam
Magazine
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Article by  S Usha in
Mathrubhoomi  Weekly
about  dangerous Pesticide use in Kerala
and  its ill effects
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Article by Sridhar R  in Keraleeyam
Magazine  about Bt Cotton and its
impact  on national sovereignty
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Rice Field Day October 2010
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News cuttings from various Newspaper
 about Kisan Swaraj yatra
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News about traditional seed conservation
by tribal families in Wayanad
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News inDhinamani News paper
about Farmers  meet  demands 24%
price raise for Kuruva Rice
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Article by S Usha in Keraleeyam
 Magazine  about the impact of
GM Crops.
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Prize distribution by Collector
 of Tamilnadu to farmers who are
 doing organic farming
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A small step to preserve native paddy varietiesA small step to preserve native paddy varietiesA small step to preserve native paddy varietiesA small step to preserve native paddy varietiesA small step to preserve native paddy varieties
http://hindu.com/2010/09/06/stories/2010090657340600.htmSharath S. Srivatsa

 Banavasi GP seed bank will be inaugurated today  

 Banavasi home for many deepwater paddy varieties

 Some varieties can survive up to 45 days under water 

BANGALORE: Although it is a small step by a gram panchayat to preserve native paddy varieties, it
may go a long way in protecting and preserving them for posterity. Banavasi, the erstwhile capital
of Kadamba rulers, will have the first-ever seed bank in Karnataka managed by a gram panchayat,
where 35 deepwater paddy varieties, will be conserved.

 Banavasi and adjoining areas in the Varada river basin is home for a host of deepwater
paddy varieties such as Nereguli, Karibatha, Sannavaalya, Karijadddu, Kani Somasale, Jenugoodu,
Nettibatha, Kari Kantka, Edi Kuni and Karekal Dadiga. The seed bank, to be inaugurated on
Monday, has been set up without any assistance from the Government.

 These varieties survive the floods caused by the Varada in Sirsi taluk of Uttara Kannada, and
Sorab and Sagar in Shimoga districts. Some varieties can survive up to 45 days under water.

 These native varieties grown organically on 11,000 acres survive in such conditions where
hybrid varieties fail.

Posterity

“Native paddy varieties of the Varada basin have to be protected for posterity. We are
encouraging farmers to take up cultivation of these varieties at least in part of their land,”
Mrutyunjaya Yelegar, gram panchayat member and former chairman, said. 

Acknowledging that high-yielding paddy varieties were becoming popular among farmers,
he said they would not incur a huge expenditure on cultivating these deepwater varieties.

 Responsibility

 “It is the responsibility of the panchayat to protect and promote these traditional varieties
and raise awareness among the farmers,” Mr. Yelegar said.

 It was in December 2009 that the Banavasi gram panchayat decided to team up with Sahaja
Samruddha, a non-governmental organisation promoting organic farming, to start the seed bank.

 The gram panchayat’s initiative will help about 9,500 families of farmers in 91 villages
under 18 panchayats in three taluks.

 Vishweshwara S. Gouder, who has four acres of land at Kantraji near Banavasi, said that the
seed bank would help popularise the native paddy varieties.

 “These varieties not only survive the floods, but also give farmers a good remuneration
though the yield is low. While normal paddy may fetch Rs. 1,150 a quintal, deepwater varieties
fetch around Rs. 1,350,” Mr. Gouder said.

 C. Shanthakumar, convenor of Save Rice Campaign, said that with the success of this
initiative, neighbouring Jade and Chandragutti gram panchayats had evinced in a similar project.
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Seed exhibition held in Pattampi
as a part of Jaivakarshaka Sangamam
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Article about  Ramettan, seed saver
Wayanad in  Karshakan Magazine
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News from Pasumai Vikadan
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Protest against paddy land conversion -
news from Pasumai Vikadan
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Organic way of making pest repellant -
News from Dhinakaran
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Traditional  paddy seed exchange during
Adhirengam Seed Festival , Tamilnadu
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Traditional  paddySeed Festival in
Adhirengam , Tamilnadu
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Seed savers network  meeting held in
Thiruthoorai poondi,Tamilnadu-
News from Dhinathandhi
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Traditional food festival held  in
Thiruvaroor Organized by
CREATE Tamilnadu
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Article by S Usha in Malayalam
 Magazine about Agricultural Diversity



The Hindu,   Aug 15, 2012

Wetlands in danger Author(s): M Suchitra

Kerala government plans to dilute strict legislation in the name of plugging loopholes

Wetlands in Kerala are disappearing fast

after being reclaimed for industrial and residential projects (Photo: Prj Pradeep )
THE Kerala government seems all set to give up its commitment to protect wetlands and paddy fields. The
Congress-led United Democratic Front (UDF) government in the state has decided to make “necessary”
amendments to the Kerala Conservation of Paddy Land & Wetland Act, a stringent legislation that was
passed unanimously by the state assembly in 2008. It has also decided to regularise all conversions and
reclamation of paddy fields and wetlands prior to 2005.
The decision was taken on February 8 this year, but kept a secret. The matter came to light when environmental
activists obtained a copy of the minutes of the cabinet meeting in the first week of July through Right To
Information Act.
The government has not, as yet, clarified how the legislation would be ame-nded. But going by the state
government’s track record, environmental activists fear the legislation would be diluted to favour realtors
and industries. Under the legislation, reclamation of wetland is completely prohibited. The Act also prohibits
leaving paddy fields fallow or using them for any other purpose without the permission of district-level and
state-level monitoring committees. “The inte-ntion behind this decision is dubious,” says V S Vijayan, former
chairperson of the Kerala Biodiversity Board. He feels the decision could be a precursor to a programme to
be launched by the government in September to attract global investors in various sectors.

Source: Kerala State Planning BoardThe government’s justification is that those who had used paddy land
for residential purposes have been left high and dry since there was confusion about the status of the land.
Kerala Chief Minister Oommen Chandy says he has received numerous complaints from people who
constructed houses by reclaiming five to 10 per cent of their paddy land with permission from the district
collector, as was allowed in the Act, but in records the status of the land is paddy field.

But the government could not justify the haste. It did not even consult several Congress leaders and
other political parties within the ruling front. A few Congress leaders like V M Sudheeran and T N Pratapan
strongly opposed the cabinet’s decision. A UDF meeting held on July 16, after the news about the cabinet
meeting leaked, recommended the enaction of another comprehensive law and asked the government to
withhold the decision to regularise reclamations prior to 2005 for the time being.

The 2008 legislation was enacted because of severe rice shortage and groundwater scarcity in the
state. The State Planning Board figures show Ker-ala lost 566,000 hectares (ha) of paddy land between
1975 and 2007. Half of the wetlands in the state disappeared between 2004 and 2011 (see graphs).
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The Act made it mandatory for each village panchayat to prepare data banks on wetland and paddy
fields within three months after it came into force. But nothing happened for two years. “Now, when all the
978 village panchayats are ready with their data bank, the government has decided to amend the Act,” says
S Usha of Thanal, a Thiruva-nanthapuram based non-profit that promotes organic rice cultivation.

The main reason for the loss of wetlands and paddy fields was the spurt in real estate business and
their reclamation for industrial and residential purposes. “All this happened when the Kerala Land Utilisation
Order was in force,” points out Harish V, the environmental activist who passed on the minutes of the
meeting to the media. Issued in 1967, in the wake of a famine, the order prohibits conversion of land under
food crops for other purposes.

But Harish points out that the order does not say anything about wetlands and fallow fields. The state
government has been capitalising on this loophole to reclaim vast stretches of wetlands for various projects,
he says. Parts of the 203,300 ha Vembanad lake, an internationally important Ramsar site and the largest
wetland system in India, have been reclaimed by the government for endeavours like Goshree Project,
bridges connecting mainland Kochi to the islands north of the backwaters.
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