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Introduction

Save Our Rice Campaign aims to build a movement
towards achieving food security and sovereignty, reviving rice
culture and sustaining rice ecosytems. Save Our Rice attempts to
sustain rice by creating linkage between different sectors,
developing capacities to address local/ regional concerns, building
alternatives models for sustainable ecological rice cultivation and
developing a platform of people with rice culture as a common
concern. The campaign was launched in 2004 in the Second
International Year of Rice in Kumbalangi, Keralam. The Campaign
is coordinated by Thanal and CREATE. The campaign is active in
five states - Tamilnadu, Kerala, Karnataka, Orissa and West Bengal,
where it is coordinated by partnes in those States. The major
campaign objectives are

» Conserving Rice Ecosystems

» Sustaining Rice Culture and Diversity
» Protecting Traditional Wisdom

» Preventing GMOs and Toxics

» Ensuring Safe and Nutritious Food

This dossier is a collection of media reports from October 2009 to
September 2012 related to work done in five states, by Save Our
Rice Campaign
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Organic way of making pest repelent
and manure by Deepak R
in Krishiyanganam Magazine
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How to prepare EM Solution
by Deepak R in Krishiyanganam
Magazine
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Potests mark 0 anniversary of Bt cotton

(rargl Parsal cotton belt should be closely lages accordingto the Vidarb-  Andolan. e crop filed in 3373 lakh
m— examinedanderiicallyre-ts- ha Jan Andolan Samiti,  ACoalitionforGM-freeIn- acres (7 percentofthearea).
NEW DELHE: Protests marked sessed,"theysaid. Several wives of farmers who - diareportreleased on Sunday  TheState governmentréport-

the 10th anniversary of the  The Delhi Aliancefor Sefe had  committed  sucides st said the govemment’s ed that 2040 lakh farmers
introduction of genetically Food held a protest demon- - joined theprotests own data proved that Bt cot- - sulfered fromenttoncropfll
modified (GM) Bt cotton in stration at Jantar Mantar.  “Ten years ago, permisslon ton had resulted n stagnant  ureandlostRs.307L6¢rore.
the county, Angry farmers - Similar proests were heldin was granted to US, based yieds, pest resstance and  In Andhra Pradesh and
urged pariamentarians fo the cotton bells of Andhra Monsanto seed giant for ex- - evolutionofnewpestanddis- Maharashira a5 well & In
hold a special session fo dis- - Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, perimental cultivation of easeattacks, Madhya Pradesh, Bt cottonis
cuss the issue and ban the Karnataksand Maharashtra,  (bollworm-esistant] GM Bt “Yed,its use has pread be-  consdered the reason for
technology A technology that was - cotfon in 0,000 hectares in - causethe creditor n the in+ “dosp agrariancrisis
Charging a fow seed com-  meant for irrigated areas was  diffrent partsofthe country, - formal sector, who double wp  The protesters demanded
pantes, particlarly Monsan- - pushed in ll cotton-growing - Today, withthe pushygivento - asseedagents promotethe Bt that the government rejuve-
to, wih monopolisng the States, including rainfed i the acreage has gone upto  seed and deprive farmers of nate the production of con-
seed industry and sefting the  ones resufing in higher rate  over 12 million hectares and the traditional variety,” the ventional coton seeds and
agenda for the government, - of suicides of cofton growers [the crop is] sown by 90 per  actvistssaid, pro-actively advise farmers
socil activists urged policy- = parieulrly in Maharash - cent growers, especiallyafter In Andhra Pradesh, forex- - about the risks of B cotton
makers and farmers fo reject {ra, The protests, therefore,  Maharashira permitted com- - ample, the State government - There should be stict action
the hype around Bt cotton were intense and widespread  mercialcultivationrielsof Bt estimates show thatoutof 47 - against false laims and mis-
and demanded a comprehen- In the State whete farmers cotion from June 2005 lakhacresplantedwithBteot- leading advertisng by seed
stvereview, “The crisisin the  burnt Bt cotton in several vl - points Kishor Tiwarf of the ton duringKharif2011season,  companes
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The Thanal
Conservation
Action and §
Information ,
Network has

environmental 3
initiatives in the

State for more
than 2 decades

rrrrrr

DECCAN CHRONICLE

:'WiThamlal, an_environ-

% ment organisation is
w4 turning 25 this year

Jayakumar C. Usha

Sashikumar and a few other

nature lovers who had just

completed their studies, gath-

ered together in the 1980s dur-

ing their stint in Society for

Environmental Education in

Kerala (SEEK} to

build a network -

of individuals

who would

undertake

environ-

mental

research.

That 1z

how © the

Thanal

Conservation Action and
Information Network was
formed back in 1986. Today it
is known as Thanal, a pioneer

5., organization in Kerala whose

focus is to meet the challenges
posed on the environment.

“It started with a broad mis-
sion — a gathering for all
beings, a gathering for life,”
says Jayakumar C., founder

director of Thanal. Over the

paigns been many, and
the life-saving missions,
mumerous. Thanal has been
actively involved in every-
campaigns against geneti-
cally modified crops, and
Zer0 waste management pro-
grammes, :
“Tt was in 1998 that we
started looking at the prob-
lem of endosulfan. After the
ground research was com-
plete, we began a cam-
paign at the United
Nations for a global

ban on the insecti-

A community campaign initiated by Thanal in Kerala

. Deccan chrgonicle

behaviour t

cide,” says Jayakumar. The
team has also been against
the Vilappilsala waste treat-
ment project from the days of
its inception in
Thiruvananthapuram. “We
advocate the proximity prin-
c¢iple by which decentralised
home-based, simple waste
management measures can be
implemented. It is quite eco-

“nomical o set up your own

home-based composting. It is
ahout internalising the cause.
Now there are three lakh
tonnes of waste in the
Vilappilsala waste treatment
plant,” he says.

Thanal has also been in the
forefront for supporting biodi-
versity-based ecological agri-
culture, more popularly
known as organic farming.

Their latest undertaking is
the Zero-Waste Himalavas
project that takes the project
to the north-eastern states.
“By zero waste management,
we are trying to say that when
we look at waste issues, we

(Save Our Rice -Media Dossier October 2009- September 2012)

have to look at ‘waste’ as a

noun, to know the origin, And |
the origin is human behav- |
jour and that is what should | |

be addressed so we can aveid
creating waste,” he says.
Campaigns are also on to fight

GM ecrops, and for ‘save our °
rights’ in which volunteers

work with farmers to revive
rice culture and rice farming,

JAYAKUMAR C.

di

FOUNDER, THANAL |
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News cuttings from various Newspaper
about Kisan Swaraj yatra
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News about traditional seed conservation
by tribal families in Wayanad
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Peruyian Govt Decision to Impose

Shari.

ENS
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HOSpIAl O 1Uesaay. ENS

Curbs on GM Food Lauded

Express News Service

TPuram: The Greens in
the state have welcomed the
decision of the Peruvian
Government to impose a
meratorium on the import of
genetically modified food as
well aslocal cultivation of the
same.

Peru's Congress had an-
nounced on Friday that it
overwhelmingly approved a
10-year moratorium on im-
ports of genetically modified
organisms in order to safe-
guard the country’s biodiver-
sity.

The measure bars GMOs,
including seeds, livestock,
and fish from being imported
for cultivation or to be raised
locally. “What is good for
Peru should be good for
Kerala as well. Both these
regions are ecologically deli-
cate regions with one of the
most pristine biodiversity,
and it is for this very reason
that Kerala, which has 35
percent of India's biodiver-

sity had declared itself GM-
Free State. We welcome this
decision of Peru, and hope
the world follows this deci-
sion” said 8 Usha, Director
of Thanal and National Co-
ordinator of the Save our

THE MEASURE BARS
GMOS, INCLUDING
SEEDS, LIVESTOCK,
AND FISH FROM

BEING IMPORTED FOR
CULTIVATION OR TO BE
RAISED LOCALLY

| Rice Campaign.

Welcoming the decision,
Harish of ‘One Earth One
Life', said that it is a shame
that India is not able able to
do what smaller nations have
done. “InIndia, the govern-
ments are so much under the
corporate clutches that even
the regulatory bodies for GM
food is not able to take inde-
pendent decisions. We have
seen this in the case of endo-

sulfan where corporates ex-
erted tremendous pressure
on the government,” said
Harish.

In Peru, the Ministries of
Agriculture, Health and
Safety and accredited envi-
ronmental erganisations in
coordination with the Public

- Ministry will have the task of

planning and executing con-
servation policies and con-
trolling border trade to pre-
vent the import of GM
food.

The Coalition for GM Free

 Indiahoped that the decision  jayan
of the Peruvian Government

would make Indian authori-
ties drop their draconian
plan to force GM crops into
the Indian food through the
BRAI Bill.

“This act by Peru also jus-
tifies India’s decision tobring
amoratorium on Bt Brinjal.
India should follow with a
total ban on GM crops for at
least 10 years” said Sridhar
Radhakrishnan, Convener of
the Coalition.

(Save Our Rice -Media Dossier October 2009- September 2012)

Former chairman of the
Kerala State Biodiversity
Board (KSEB) DrV§ Vi-
jayan wentastep frther and
opined that the moratorium
in the state should be for 50
years, “What is the big hurry.
We need to study at least five
tosix generations to convines
ingly say whether it is safe or
not. The current three
months of experimental
studies is too short a time, In
aperiod of 50 years, we will
know what is happening in
other countries,” said Vi-

The present chairman of
the KSBB R V Varma said
that the state's decision to be
free of genetically modified
food remains unchanged.

The moratorium in Peru
does however allows for the
import of GMOs for research
purposes.

This especially refers to
pharmaceutical and veteri-
nary products which comply
with international treaties to
which Peru is a party.
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Farmers meet demands 24% price raise for kuruva rice
25— - 22104

o Elewioad] EwmdE

& ey OpoNIBE 24 55 FIiUS
FHoniey @&muj o6OIL| DI BV

ppregyt. Del M phTung
isaip G gaurangred: e
et @mmn Tew  SHTL
Lag mendeeny M agiotd perfds
,},—llglu;‘i; 1 ﬁ::‘,r.hl?ti_: aaiid
{.'I_".-ﬂ:l.-. Jhanl i ._l|'|:|,| e
sigartldr mar' s eeodey gyiGair
sawd sl GEel efaynoked
T . 8

| eflesrraBaar LaT
sl whgnt oiae
el el 1 mmine i § FiTT
Ao L
.,«.”_'5.! '-1||+ ;&ﬁl":_l,r BT,
i ;..g..u-u- T
EeTR ) 1‘:.1.1‘:“ R T 1T ]
wlict By Rl s Lk Pefinan.
Kl i fmden aifaeme aruedis
ol i Sl e [
Qe ganaane.o @i @day . sreid
e du o cllaraies LT gsel
o vl gemeinnd e vl adr
T, Bl AT e Ciramot ¢ Sarsir.
aTiu ﬁm e, l;.rrm'.'ﬁ':ﬁ.'n

Bapropdos, pog Sy
meacd  anETILATIR :a-a.-_u. gl
gl vrend [ Flon. Glgar
T, ;l,-r'.‘._’--.l. ﬁ‘:u.:u‘,mu XTI
ks woan” g gemeoent en
grepameld,  gefios  alasmaile
sive aproal 10 e
.r:vl?\:. MR @ it G
anlrt.

w' s st S aimen |
E:':.' g i

f_l."l_;---.' oA i g} .-_[I-'--!i.i
Eafaadd Srebeer st
eorei” L draefiGele Ry
il [T, BWTE R SsTE
TR, ks et
g e e ok h @
priflaz S wrall Gl o@w v
womau sl Glardnged Glme i
el i oy el e i elel
gt [Glmewiai, aioesraiaands
Gogmh  [Ekcey  srpoiEng.
oewilad, kst ovant o desaf
By B ool it e

o Puidsd

exemard ik Fawd T,

S sl Frnrensosanm cl kil Sosdlget endd 8 aficusniiam
Lngs I erusls Borgd Sleuest Sl ael. gamuiren.

ann g ey Gad groamea
Arsit g ey gsligndmTar
g ey I7-almgda M osmb
cony gawtay Aedar e,
_\_q\jljl N amad T ATULE
'::’g:u.'r-l.l_',' &IIM;I E!EIJ'T.H'.J
!I'_,li-ﬁlﬂ.ilr'u. o J_‘..l.'.
1 L T
.gi.u;?;_pl_}“:'\- A ax &
gy Gmmainyped: Sadnal
LR g FAereregd Fared
mafid ap” e dgm 3 BGaer Fosin
e 15 o m 30 oo LR S
Cedmaas ppakh el o
1960 Berareg oy, sy e
GhepEng. Eeasd ATAE aTs
a i gy anE -|I;1J-.I. Casaier
i 1

Gedr o fendBd Heasy miRs
Ak owmeimnds, Eads B iR
Clraay @ sifpane 5 osmb
Taddgs meledde v g mden
angifflar sEr oy, 2000 aliteea !
aiks Garde b, N, wadl
qnr ppre el e El\.-'l-'_‘].'!{;
o |00 el aplaiids Cosi
b Faigh Crofld mellaide
vl T, w20
B i gy gl syr e gl
] D ETe gt et R
Gari,
Bmeeny, S B T s eTen
i oplaihe Fedgade maiein
Corrdr gl A Saleel ol
% B amalrg el e w ey
AT E'dljd.lﬂl:‘;ﬂ '_:ilﬂhl'_eﬁ‘
Qe Casomaim ,_a:_m'm’a.ﬂ.:ﬁ'.‘h
.'L'["_.!.J,l.;a-l-:,'m\' SXRUTEE
pragpmaigt emded oo
PEETE VRS ST T ¥ U
Jlal:'l'_l_.l_L'_;l:._gH (T -

News inDhinamani News paper
about Farmers meet demands 24%
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A smll step to preserve nmative paddy varieties

http: //hindu.con/2010/09/06/stories/2010090657340600 . htmSharath S. Srivatsa

Banavasi GP seed bank will be inaugurated today
Banavasi hame for many decpwater paddy varieties
Sare varieties can survive up to 45 days under water

BANGALORE: Although it is a small step by a gram panchayat to preserve native paddy varieties, it
ey go a long way in protecting and preserving them for posterity. Banavasi, the erstwhile capital
of Kadama rulers, will have the first-ever seed bank in Karnataka managed by a gram panchayat,
where 35 despwater paddy varieties, will be conserved.

Banavasi and adjoining areas in the Varada river basin is home for a host of deepwater
paddy varieties such as Nereguli, Karibatha, Samnavaalya, Karijadddu, Kani Samasale, Jerugoodi,
Nettibatha, Kari Kantka, Edi Kuni and Karekal Dadiga. The seed bank, to be inaugurated on
Monday, has been set up without any assistance from the Goverrment.

These varieties survive the floods caused by the Varada in Sirsi taluk of Uttara Karmada, and
Sorab and Sagar in Shimoga districts. Some varieties can survive up to 45 days under water.

These native varieties grown organically on 11,000 acres survive in such conditions where
hyixrdd varieties fail.
Rosterity

“Native paddy varieties of the Varada basin have to be protected for posterity. We are
encouraging farmers to take up cultivation of these varieties at least in part of their land,”
Mrutyunjaya Yelegar, gram panchayat member and former chairman, said.

Acknowledging that high-yielding paddy varieties were becoming popular among farmers,
he said they would not incur a huge expenditure on cultivating these despwater varieties.

Resparsibi ity

“Tt is the responsibility of the panchayat to protect and prarote these traditional varieties
and raise awareness among the farmers,” Mr. Yelegar said.

It was in Decarber 2009 that the Banavasi gram panchayat decided to team up with Sahaja
Samruddha, a non-govermmental organisation promoting organic farming, to start the seed bank.

The gram panchayat’s initiative will help about 9,500 families of farmers in 91 villages
under 18 panchayats in three taluks.

Visghwestwara S. Gouder, who has four acres of land at Kantraji near Banavasi, said that the
seed ank would help popularise the native paddy varieties.

“These varieties not only survive the floods, but also give farmers a good remuneration
though the vield is low. While nonmal paddy may fetch Rs. 1,150 a quintal, deepwater varieties
fetch around Rs. 1,350, ” Mr. Gouder said.

C. Shanthakumar, convenor of Save Rice Campaign, said that with the success of this
initiative, neighlbouring Jade and Chandragutti gram panchayats had evinced in a similar project.
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Article about Ramettan, seed saver
Wayanad in Karshakan Magazine
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Protest against paddy land conversion -
news from Pasumai Vikadan
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Organic way of making pest repellant -
News from Dhinakaran
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Special Correspondent

THIRUVAHANTHAFURAM: Ielinis-
ter for Apriculture Mullakka-
ra Ratnakaran hos stressed
the need to ensure bagic food-
grain avallability and sustain
the buving capacity of the
pooTer sections of society.,

He was delivering the n-
augural sddress at a two-day
warkshop organised by the
South Indian Hiee Forom
here on Monday in connec-

tion with the Save Our Rice |

CATPAIEN.

W, Batnakaran said cOrpa-
rate forces were LtEVing to
dominate the market for
foodgrains. “In the process,
they undermine traditional
agricultural practices and re-
duee farmers to labourers,”
he said,

He said agriculture was not
just about food security and
productivity; it alse involved
community, culture and shar-
ing of resources. He called on
the scientific community to
address the problems faced
by the poorest of farmers in
the country, “It is ironic that
we have developed a lunar
madule, yet thers i8 no equip-
ment Lo climb a coconut
tree,” he ohaerved.

Farmers, organic farming
ETCUpE, scientists and rice
traders from Kerala, Tamil
Madu and Earnataka are par-
ticipating in Uhe workshop,

Addressing the inaugural
function, Nammalaur, farm-
or, agricultural activist amnd
advocate for organic farming,

| warned against blindly aping
! the western policy of urban-

TH 2219]eqg

Corporates undermining
traditional farm practlces

Minister stresses need to ensure baqlc tﬂﬂdgram a 'alldblhty

GIFT OF THE LAND: Agriculfure Mintster Mullakkora Ratnakaran receives a
paddy festoon from Tamil Nadu-based agricultural activist Nammalwar af the
ingugural function of @ workshop organised by the South Indfan Rice Forum in

the city on Monday.

isation and industrialisation,
He presented a paddy festoon
to the Minister.

Explaining the Save Our
Rice campaign, 3, Usha, exec-
utive director, Thanal, said it
was a movement aimed at
achieving food sovereignty,
livelihood security and eco-
Ingical sustainability.

The inaugural sesslon was

followed by different seaslons
on padkdy coltivatbon.

The workshop underlined
the need for more infrastmc
ture, pelicy support from the
povernment, education il
farmers, and collaboration
berwesn farmers, civil socie-
v, sciemtiste and govern-
ments to promete  paddy
farming.

.o
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Participants spoke about
the looming threal of genetie
enfineering (GE) in rice and
the ecological, economle, en-
vironmental, health and so-
cial problems related to GE
erops and foods,

An exhibition of indige-
nous seed varieties of differ-
enit types of paddy was
prganised.

L~
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Article by S Usha in Malayalam
Magazine about Agricultural Diversity
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The Hindu, Aug 15, 2012

Wetlands in danger author(s): M suchitra

Kerala government plans to dilute strict legislation in the name of plugging loopholes

etlands in Kerala are disappearing fast

after being reclaimed for industrial and residential projects (Photo: Prj Pradeep )

THE Kerala government seems all set to give up its commitment to protect wetlands and paddy fields. The
Congress-led United Democratic Front (UDF) government in the state has decided to make “necessary”
amendments to the Kerala Conservation of Paddy Land & Wetland Act, a stringent legislation that was
passed unanimously by the state assembly in 2008. It has also decided to regularise all conversions and
reclamation of paddy fields and wetlands prior to 2005.

The decision was taken on February 8 this year, but kept a secret. The matter came to light when environmental
activists obtained a copy of the minutes of the cabinet meeting in the first week of July through Right To
Information Act.

The government has not, as yet, clarified how the legislation would be ame-nded. But going by the state
government’s track record, environmental activists fear the legislation would be diluted to favour realtors
and industries. Under the legislation, reclamation of wetland is completely prohibited. The Act also prohibits
leaving paddy fields fallow or using them for any other purpose without the permission of district-level and
state-level monitoring committees. “The inte-ntion behind this decision is dubious,” says V S Vijayan, former
chairperson of the Kerala Biodiversity Board. He feels the decision could be a precursor to a programme to
be launched by the government in September to attract global investors in various sectors.

Source: Kerala State Planning BoardThe government’s justification is that those who had used paddy land
for residential purposes have been left high and dry since there was confusion about the status of the land.
Kerala Chief Minister Oommen Chandy says he has received numerous complaints from people who
constructed houses by reclaiming five to 10 per cent of their paddy land with permission from the district
collector, as was allowed in the Act, but in records the status of the land is paddy field.

But the government could not justify the haste. It did not even consult several Congress leaders and
other political parties within the ruling front. A few Congress leaders like V M Sudheeran and T N Pratapan
strongly opposed the cabinet’s decision. A UDF meeting held on July 16, after the news about the cabinet
meeting leaked, recommended the enaction of another comprehensive law and asked the government to
withhold the decision to regularise reclamations prior to 2005 for the time being.

The 2008 legislation was enacted because of severe rice shortage and groundwater scarcity in the
state. The State Planning Board figures show Ker-ala lost 566,000 hectares (ha) of paddy land between
1975 and 2007. Half of the wetlands in the state disappeared between 2004 and 2011 (see graphs).

(Save Our Rice -Media Dossier October 2009- September 2012) 62




Area under paddy (in million ha)

1975

i 02 04 05 OB 1
Wetland area (in million ha)

Loss

2 ;
o 51.5%

2004

0 0.05 0.1 0.15 0.2 0.25 0.3 035

The Act made it mandatory for each village panchayat to prepare data banks on wetland and paddy
fields within three months after it came into force. But nothing happened for two years. “Now, when all the
978 village panchayats are ready with their data bank, the government has decided to amend the Act,” says
S Usha of Thanal, a Thiruva-nanthapuram based non-profit that promotes organic rice cultivation.

The main reason for the loss of wetlands and paddy fields was the spurt in real estate business and
their reclamation for industrial and residential purposes. “All this happened when the Kerala Land Utilisation
Order was in force,” points out Harish V, the environmental activist who passed on the minutes of the
meeting to the media. Issued in 1967, in the wake of a famine, the order prohibits conversion of land under
food crops for other purposes.

But Harish points out that the order does not say anything about wetlands and fallow fields. The state
government has been capitalising on this loophole to reclaim vast stretches of wetlands for various projects,
he says. Parts of the 203,300 ha Vembanad lake, an internationally important Ramsar site and the largest
wetland system in India, have been reclaimed by the government for endeavours like Goshree Project,
bridges connecting mainland Kochi to the islands north of the backwaters.
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