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Introduction

Save Our Rice Campaign aims to build a movement
towards achieving food security and sovereignty, reviving rice culture
and sustaining rice ecosytems. Save Our Rice attempts to sustain
rice by creating linkage between different sectors, developing
capacities to address local/ regional concerns, building alternatives
models for sustainable ecological rice cultivation and developing a
platform of people with rice culture as a common concern. The
campaign was launched in 2004 in the Second International Year of
Rice in Kumbalangi, Keralam. The Campaign is coordinated by
Thanal and CREATE. The campaign is active in five states - Tamilnadu,
Kerala, Karnataka, Orissa and West Bengal, where it is coordinated
by partnes in those States. The major campaign objectives are

» Conserving Rice Ecosystems

» Sustaining Rice Culture and Diversity
» Protecting Traditional Wisdom

» Preventing GMOs and Toxics

» Ensuring Safe and Nutritious Food

This dossier is a collection of media reports from November 2015 to
October 2016 related to work done in five states, by Save Our Rice
Campaign
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Thirunelli seed festival organised at Kattikulam,
Wayanad on 27th and 28th May 2016
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News about upcoming rice festival in The Hindu
1st June 2016
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News at Dinakaran on 19/5/2016 about rice festival

( Save Our Rice -Media Dossier November 2015- October 2013
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News at The Hindu on 19/5/2016 about rice festival

(Save Our Rice -Media Dossier November2015- October 2016)
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News at Dinamalar on 6/6/2016 about rice festival

( Save Our Rice Media Dossier November 2015- October 2016)
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O educate pesple about the impor tance
of consuming traditional dishes which
are highly nutitious, ‘Anna Arogya’, a
WhatsApp group, has been created by
Sahaja Samrudha, an NGO in Mysuru.

Daily, Sahaja Samrudha members
post new recipes in the group along
with a brief explanation ahout their
health benefits.

Most of the people in urban areas
who purchase millets are generally not
awate on the ways fo prepare dishes out
of ther. So the recipes that are posted

motivate people to prepare dishes,

{hereby spreading knowledge about {ra-
(itional food items.

nathand fourothers werecalled  this was carried out asa proce-  aea.

WhatsApp group throws lighton traditional dishes

F‘; -
&

#95 Q)

g to post recipes of delicious, notei-
tiusand tasty dishes Iike pulay vegeta-

Theintention of the group isto
resive traditionaldishes prepared
by our forefathers whichare
slowly vanishing from the dining
table. We want to help peaple
consume healthy food

fisnaPrsad,
i Samrudha founcer

0

using five types of millets, paddus, nav-
ane idli, chigali, sajje roti and ragi me-
thi roti in the roup. Most of the dishes
are said to be good for diabetic, heart
patients and those suffering from vari-
ous other ailments.

ence, food technologists, agriculture
university employees and experts give
ther {ips to the growp members,

They give brief notes about health
lenefits of these (raditional dishes
made of millefs, vegetables, preens and
Dlses,

Sahaja Samrudha founder Krishna
Prasad said: "The infention of the group
is to revive traditional dishes prepared
by our forefathers which are slowly
vanishing from the dining table, help-
ing peaple to consume healthy food.”

Seema, & member, who posts recipes
in the group, said: “There is ho need to
{ake vitarning, iron and calcium tablets.
By changing one's diet and consuming
more millets, we can {ncrease our en-

e e L = T S ————
R o - =

S R P e

To aware people about the importance of traditional
food SoR Karnataka formed a Whatsapp group

(Save Our Rice -Media Dossier November 2015- October 2016)
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especially for diabetic patients

Importance of Red rice and benefits of red rice
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Proposal for GM
mustard opposed S

Srecrar CoRRESFONDERT

L

ZEAC is the statutory author-
ity that appraises proposals

THIRLWVANANTHAPURAR: Environ-
mental organisarions in Kera-
1a have nrged the Undon Min-
istry of Environment, Forests
and Climmate Change
(MoEFCC) to reject the pro-
posal for commercial cultiva-
tion of a genctically modified
hybrid variety of mustard.

& press note by Thanal,
Kerala State Organic Farming
Samirhi, and Salim Ali Foun-
dation on Monday said the
proposal submitted to the Ge-
netic Engineering Approval
Comimittes (GEAC) was
franght -with danger. The

for field trials and commer-
cial release of GM crops be-
fore the Central government
takes a final decision.

IData sharing

The refusal of the Ministry ]

to share data on the bio-safety
tests of transgenic mustard
developed by Delhi Universi-
ty raised serious concerns.

Pointing out that India had
not yvet permitted cultivation
of genetically modified crops,
it said the project had the po-
tential to affect the country's
food security.

News on the dangerous impact of GM Mustard

(Save Our Rice -Media Dossier November2015- October 2016}‘
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Organic farming: Good or bad?

B The very mention of organic farming divides the world into its opponents and proponents. The
latter atiribute the scourge of modern diseases to reckless farming and moving away from nature.
Others say science alone can debunk myths
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Bl

No overnight
switch-over
[0 organic

Every change neads
careful handholding,
good field-testing,
adoption and
mionltoring. Kerala ks
taking a firm step
towards promoting
farming into
non-pesticidal man-
agement and then to
organic. This will
give more
confidence to
farmers, even while
consumers get safe
food to eat

DEBAT

No additional
benefits from
organic food

Dr. K.M.
Sreakumar

There is a common
belief that addition of
chemical fertilizers
adversely affects the
health of soil as well as
pzople. The All India
Coordinated Research
Project on long term
fartility conducted from
1870 onwards shows
that organic manures
and chemical fertilizers
used in an integrated
manner has highest
productivity and did not
degrade the soil

(Save Our Rice -Media Dossier November2015- October 2016)
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Greens have smart plans

B ‘Technology should enable one to adapt and mitigate climate change’
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THE RICE OF THE NEW-AGE FARMERS

Paddy farming is witnessing the onset of a 'red revolution’ as the demand for ethnic rice varieties like navara, mullankaima and rakthashaliis on the rise
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Article written by S Usha about problems causing
by use of GM Mustard in Arogyapacha Magazine
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Article written by S Usha about GM mustard in
Mathrubhumi Weekly
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