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Introduction

Save Our Rice Campaign aims to build a movement
towards achieving food security and sovereignty, reviving rice culture
and sustaining rice ecosytems. Save Our Rice attempts to sustain
rice by creating linkage between different sectors, developing
capacities to address local/ regional concerns, building alternatives
models for sustainable ecological rice cultivation and developing a
platform of people with rice culture as a common concern. The
campaign was launched in 2004 in the Second International Year of
Rice in Kumbalangi, Keralam. The Campaign is coordinated by
Thanal and CREATE. The campaign is active in five states - Tamilnadu,
Kerala, Karnataka, Orissa and West Bengal, where it is coordinated
by partnes in those States. The major campaign objectives are

» Conserving Rice Ecosystems

» Sustaining Rice Culture and Diversity
» Protecting Traditional Wisdom

» Preventing GMOs and Toxics

» Ensuring Safe and Nutritious Food

This dossier is a collection of media reports from April 2014 to March
2015 related to work done in five states, by Save Our Rice Campaign
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Magic With
-II t - -
Millets’ in City
The discourse and tasting session will be held at
YMCA Hall from 3 pm to 6 pm tomorrow

Express Mews Service

T'Puram: Organic Bazaar,
along with Save Our Rice
{hmi?am;n, wiill

‘Magic With Millets” -
evening discourse and tast-
ing session of millet-based
delicacies on Thursday.

NUTRITION

The discourse and tast-
Ing session will be held at
TMCA Hall here from 3
pm o 6 pm. An Organic
Mela will also be held from
Thursday to Saturday from
10 am to 7.30 pm.

‘Magic With Millets" will
bemauwrmd]:g.-ﬂrﬂaela

- E

G K, director, Centre for
Disability Studies, Thir-
vananthapuram. A recipe
book an millets will also be
released on the occasion by
nutriion expert Dr Lalitha
Appukuttan,

After the tasting Emltm
farmer and  food
Sreedevi 1.-ak5|:|.rr|.1l:|:|.tl'_l.r will
deliver a lecture on the im-
portance of millets and her
E":'IPE.I:'JEMEH"I"I!‘!IJ[EI‘. based

ﬂrﬁm@ food products,
miillets  and

and body care products will
also be featured at the Or-
ganic Mela.

Also on dl.ﬂp'la_-r w1.]| be

‘Zern W utility
craft “:::ts from 1.11:
Zero Waste Centre,

| DECCAN CHRONICLI

Mutrition expert Lalitha Appukkutian (R) releasing ‘Millet Recipe book', by handing over a copy ta Dr
G K Beela, director of the Centre for Disability Studies in Thirnvananthapuram on Thursday. Ms Leena Prakash,
author of ‘Treasure of the Indian Kitehen' |s at extreme left. The programme was organised by the Organic

—oc
b S v

Bazar as part of an exhibition of millats in YMCA Thiruvananthapuram.
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News about Athirengam Seed Festival
in Dinakaran Newspaper
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Patabhedam Magazine
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Special Correspondent

MYSORE: Known to conserve
“=indigenous varieties of rice "

i fram different parts of the

Tleountry, SR, Sridivasmuar-’

thy, paddy cultivator from T
Marsipura in Mysore’ dis-
trict, has augmented his'Tich
collection  in

stration farm this season.
The demonstration’farm
will feature about 250'rice

varieties, eollected by him

over the years. &0 - :

A “farmer by accidént™
who reluctantly took o agri-
culture as he was initially
keen on becoming a palice
constable but lost out to the
height factor, Mr. Srinivas-
murthy’s farm is located at
Siddanahundi, about 7 km
from T. Marsipura.
Demonstration plot

DIntil a few years ago, his
land was but a demonstra-
tion plot as he had planted
small gquantities of about
200 varieties of rice collect-
ad from across the country.
Farmers visiting his plot
collected seeds of some ex-
otic species of rice and culti-
vated them on their land ot
even  distributed  them
among their circle.

But, Mr. Srinivasmurthy
had to sustain his family, so
he took up commercial cul-
tivation of HMT variety of
rice, which was developed
by another farmer, Ramaji
Khobragade of Nanded in

recent jears '
and plans to set up'a demon- r

" tivate HMT

Srinivasmurt]
fieldin T. Narsipurd

Maharasthra, swhich wwas {dn
great demand. However; b=

g fils

ing a staunch believer and
prupnnent-crt'-mganimfann-
ing, he was not willing to use
chemical fertilizers or adopt
mono-culture on his farm-
land. :

"Jle now continues to cul-
variety on a
large-scale for his liveli-
hood.

Certified as organic

#] am practising only or-
ganic farming in my agricul-
firal field and it has been
certified as an organic field
by the Sahaja Samrudha. T
am into conservation of in-
digenous rice varieties by
choice and conviction, as
most of these are on the
brink ' of extinction and

“might be lost to posterity.”

eaid Mr. Srinivasmurthy,
who was inspired to collect
rice wvarieties by another

HEE

(Save Our Rice -Media Dossier April 2014- March 2015

TRice diversity is his passion

-Farmer plans to set up a farm showcasing 250 varieties

farmer, Boregowda of Shiv-
ahilli. “These varieties were
cultivated by our ancestors
and passed on to us for gen-
erations. [t is @ tragedy that
the present generation of
farmers are losing interest
in their preservation and
switching over to hybrid rice
aridchemical farming. They
are increasingly dependent
on mmltinational companies
for seeds, which adds to
agricultural cost,” gaid Mr.
Srinivasmurthy.
Rice melas

«1 attended a few rice me-
las in Odisha and West Ben-

and collected new

varieties that increased my
collection from 200 to 250;
S, the new demonstration
plot will showcase 250 -dif-
ferent varieties of rice in the
new agricultural season,”
Nr. Srinivasmurthy said.

Komala, Madras Sanna,
Tulsia, Mutthina Sanna,
Doddigya, Bheema Saale,
Solari, Ratna Chudi, Aane-
kombinna Battha are a few
among the more exotic va-
rieties of rice to be exhib-
ited, according to Mr
Srinivasmurthy,

Distributed secds

He has distributed seeds
to over 500 farmers, and be-
lieves, this will create grea-
ter awareness among the
farming community about
the rice diversity of the
country and help in their
conservation.

BGAY
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pL Iarlsmg desi rice vm‘letles
tt rough ‘Akki Santhe'

; F*'1 A ;{
| Moreﬂaan 30 varieties of rice vanety orgamc tunnenc powder

aggery avallable here B 5 R

Snnnl:lhln‘ A peoplemmunmes Sumerare value-additions made. This or- noeqnahtywhlchlsbemgpm
42y ands of rice qualities namely - ganisation is part of Sahaja  moted and desi rice qualities /3
DHMWAD:W anintenn  Mysore Sanna, Burma black, Samruddha, an association - are gerting extinet.

- ) "* Kaksali, Karihakkal Sali, In- - which is promoting desi'food  Red riceisahealthy and nu-
le " drani, Rakuasali, Hegge, Alur- - culture and toursevery district - ritiouss kind of rice quality,
| andalsopromoteindige-  sanna, Be!gaumbasmau Kem  urging the people to develop which is rare of find in local
nous rice varieties, several  pakkiandothershave beenthe healthy eating habits, he market.
lnrg;amplip arg. . hofavourite. ., ¢ added, Hovieve, he opined that the
\\wﬁuqn isingor- This apart, thereishugede- A farmers’ organisation price of the rice varieties dis-

shave mmdfomrgamqagger;.'tm from Sirsi has also put up its playedherqarebite:q;eum
memertnﬂmm

; \'ﬁnenmmpmdwhmeloca]
?- meric  rice bfyqs a‘.rallab]

-l"*tam'eswhn'arepromomgm-
ganic food culture, should
come up with new measur¢sto- |
see that the prices of these food i I
graing are accessible for conr Rice varieties displayed at |
monmaninthecomingdays,”  Ald Santhe in Dharwad. ot

headded. PHOTD i

it fuices, indigen ice jowar flour, muligrain flour, - that
speds fnendl:.r pmdum jaggery, ragiflourand others,  be o
1ndaﬂamhavebemdispla}wd The Desi Krushikara Balaga  people
is directly purchasing the or-
'Iheemu whichbeganfrom  ganic food grains from the
Friday has started toattractthe  farmers of Byadagi and later
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" BELGAUM THURSDAY B MAY 2014

HUBLI-DHARWAD —

" 111 NEW INDIAN EXPRESS

3-Day Desi Rlce Mela From Tomorrow -

Enm News Service
A'&m-daynesi

Ribé' ela will be held at ¢

 Bhagini Samaj in the Court

Circle here from Friday.
Sahaja Samrudha, Save

" Our Rice Campaign and

Deshpande Foundation are

,Jﬂlnthmmmgﬂwmt

Sahaja Samrudha director
' G Krishna Prasad told re-
 porters on Wednesday that
chfferem'.'nrmﬁ of indige-
mmﬁmmpaﬂs
* of the state would be on dis-
playfmmmamh:rspm In
" all, 25 organic groups from
agtnmsumrﬂumm
pmtectorsmdmmnsut—
ganisations would take part,
he added.

“India had over one lakh
rice varieties beforethe Green

Revolution. The traditional

vanetles lusl their identity
with importance being given
tnafewMMeldmghybnd
varieties. So, this is a sincere
effort to create awareness
among the pubic about the
nutritious value of varieties
of indigenous rice", he said.
Karibatha, Karikalave, Na-
vara, Gandhasale, Gam-
gadale, Jeeriga samba, Bur-
ma black rice, Rajamudi
among others would be on

dEPhY

Karibatha is used for eur-
ing herpes. Karikalave, a
special variety with medici-
nal properties, is usually
served to mathers as it is high
in caleium content, Navara, a
variety from Kerala, has anti-
carcinogenic properties, es-
pecially against breast can-

the erstwhile Mnharajaa of

- processof

Mysore, he added.

Instead of inviting health
hazards by using polished :
rice, people can maintain

good health by consuming

red rce, he said. During the
event, Bangalore-based Ka-
mal Kisan Company would
display a rice-huller, which :
can be used to automate the :
removing the chaff :
(theouter husks)of grainsof
organically grown rice, he :
added. i

PR R aR SRR NRALR LA R Y% o o e i
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/ﬁuropean Union
ban forces govt
to start quality

pack houses

Viju B | T

Thiruvananthapuram: The problem behind
the contamination of vegetables-and fruits is
rooted to the fact that Kerala largely depends on
the unregulated food stock that come from neigh-
bouring southern states like Tamil Nadu, Andhra
Pradesh and Karnataka. The state consumes 25
lakh tonnes of vegetables but produces barely 5
lakh tonnes annually and the consumers here are
forced to buy pesticide-ridden vegetables leading
to food poisoning and long-term side effects like
intestinal cancer and irreparable brain damage.

Ironically the state government needed a ban
b the European UlRdon on mangoes and vegetables
to wake up to this issue as there was a huge pres-
sure from frait and spice exporters to find a solu-
tion to this problem that has hurt the export in-
dustry To meet
the stringent
EU norms, the
state goverr-
ment now plans
to set uap Asgri-
cultural and
Processed Food
Products Ex-
port Develop-
ment Authority
(APFEDA) ap-
prowved pack
houses at Ernakulam., Thiruvananthapuram,
Kozhikode and Nadukara.

“We plan to begin APFEDA certified pack
houses, where inspectors will conduct lab tests.
The department will take the assistance of scien-
tists from Kerala Agriculture University to test
vegetables and fruits,”” an official from the agri-
culture department said. But food security experts
said that this project will only help a handful of
exporters with majority of the public still forced
to consume contaminated vegetables.

“The state though has ambitious plans of malk-
ing Kerala into an organic state and there are very
few gemiine organic farmers in Kerala. The result
is we hawve to procure vegetables like carrot and
cauliflower from an organic farmer in Ooty" said
R Sirdhar programme director of Tanal which
runs an organic bazaar in the state.

He pointed out that it is ironical that the firuit-
growers in the state had approached the high court
a few vears ago in order to get a ban on 12 pesticides
under the red category revoked stating that it ad-
wversely affected their business.

“Todayw what we see is that largely unchecked
pesticide-ridden vegetables have flooded the mar-
ket. Be it cucumber, chill or curry leaves, the tests
conducted by the agricultural department hawve
showmn that the pesticide residue levels are far be-
vond the permissible levels. The numbers of red
and vellow category pesticides, used on vegetables
and fruits,. have increased firom 33 to 67 from 2001
to 2010. While EL has become stricter; the goverr-
ment here has relaxed norms and this has ad-
wversely affected the health of the people in this
cowrrtry” he said.

=
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Wayanad—based sustainable farmer
Cheruvayvalil Raman speaks about the
necessity of organic farming

heruvayvalil Raman stretch-

es on a plastic chair under

the tree. This was next to
the ‘Rice Fest', which is taking
place at Jawaharlal Nehru Sta-
dium, Kochi.

This man, in a white shirt and
hungi, has onlyv one purpose in life:
to show others that nature is very
important for life. “One should
also understand the need to hawve
healthy food,” says Raman.

Raman is a sustainable farmer.
“I use organic methods of farm-
ing, particulariv the use of cow
dung and urine,” he says. When
cow dung is added to the soil, it
recycles minerals, particalarly
nitrogen, with the help of micro-
organisms. He also uses natural
forms of pesticides, like neem
WALET,

Raman savs that he does not
allow induced mutation of rice
grains to occur at his farm at
Wayanad. That means, he allows
the grains to grow naturally. In
fact, he stores 41 traditional rice
varieties at home. “For the past
ten years, 1 have not dome any
cross-breeding,” he says. “The
plants are healthier.”

foraﬂm!torsmtheﬁat
Mu has a message. ""I‘h:s
world is full of knowledge,” he
says. “Imbibe as much as pos-
sible and use it for the suste-
nance of oneself and one's de-
scendents.”

However, the seasoned farmer

is skeptical about the contribu-
tion from the government’s side
in helping sustainable farmers
and environmentalists. Raman
woild rather focus on youngsters
who will be able to realise the
importance of food and good

health. He advises all to eulti-

vate vegetables and fruits in their
households to develop healthy
tood habits and h.ﬁestyle

Meanwhile, he is getting much
needed support from others.
“Many doctors and I'T profession-
als have abandoned their work
and joined me to practice farm-
ing and to campaign for the im-
portance of sustainable develop-
ment,” savs Raman.

Incidentally, Raman was the
chief guest at the rice fest which
was conducted by K M Hilal and
his team of natural farmers. But
Raman's heart is already far
WY

“1 want to rush back to my mud
house in Wayanad where it is
cool and peaceful,” savs Raman,
as perspiration trickles down his
face.

~Maria Rose loby
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T, Nandakumar

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: ~ On
Thursday, Cheruvayal Raman
returned home from the State
capital with renewed zest for
his mission in life. The 64-
year-old traditional farmer
from Wayanad, who is known
for conservation of indige-
nous paddy varieties, is happy
that the government has fi-
nally acknowledged his work
spanning five decades.

On his way back after ac-
cepting 4 one-time grant of
Hs.25,000 from the Kerala
State  Biodiversity Board
(KSBE), Mr. Raman told The
Hindu: “Thisis the first time a
government agency has pro-
vided me with assistance Lo
continue my work."” Mr. Ra-
man received the grant from
Oommen V. Gommen, chair-
man, KSBB, at a function held
here to mark International
Day for Biological Diversity
on Thursday,

Mr. Raman has been in-
strumental in converting his
homestead near Kammana in
Wayanad into a treasure
house of traditional paddy
seeds. He has a collection of
41 varieties and is constantly
on the lookout for more to
add to the gene bank. “There
was a time when more than

-

'NHL m EOREI0) 0

Cheruvayal Raman, a farmer from Wayanad, receiving a grant from Kerala
State Biodiversity Board chairman Oommen V. Oommen in

Q&\é\\\i ANV
Farmer s eftorts win recognition

Cheruvayal Raman has been conserving traditional paddy seeds for ﬂve decades ;

Thiruvananthapuram on Thursday.

150 varieties of paddy seeds
were cultivated here,” he said.

Mr. Raman, who started
farming at the age of 10, has
evolved a unique system for
preserving the . varieties he
has come across. While he
cultivates the Marathondi va-
riety in three acres for his
family, the others are farmed
in small plots, three to four
cents each, for the seeds. *1

follow the organic method of
cultivation. Traditional varje-
ties are resistant to diseases,”

Instead of selling the seeds,
he has worked out a barter
system, under which farmers
are given the seeds for farm-
ing and have to réturn the
seeds after harvesting the
grain. He is only happy to
share his farming experience
with others and regularly in-
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teracts with students.

K.P. Laladhas, member
secretary, KSBB, said the
one-time grant was a recog-
nition for the work done by
Mr, Raman in conserving rare
germplasm. He said the board
would take steps to document
the collection. The KSEB has
also initiated efforts to create
a seed bank of foodgrains,
pulses, and cereals,
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champion farmers’ cause

Staff Reporter

KOZHIKODE: Turning a blind
eye towards the ‘extremely
appalling’ state of farmers in
the country will prove costly
for the government and
mainstream political parities,
Devinder Sharma, agriculture
scientist and activist, has
said,

He was addressing a press
conference here on Thursday
after inaugurating the launch
of a new nation-wide political
party — Peoples’ Council -
aimed at protecting the inter-
ests of farmers in the country.

Terming the formation of
the new party, which is a coa-
lition of over 100 outfits
working for the interests of
farmers in different parts of
the country, a ‘harbinger of a
change,” Mr. Sharma, a food

| and trade policy analyst, said

it was high time that the gov-
ernment changed the way it
dealt with farmers. He said
that farmers were never on
the economic radar of the

People’s Council, a
nation-wide party, is
a coalition of over
100 outfits working

for farmers,
E L s FRIRRE - T TR 1)

country once elections were
over, “The state of farmers is
only a little better than beg-
gars, including in Kerala," he
said.

He said that the average
monthly income of an Indian
farmer was only Rs.3,078,
which was quite inadequate
for a living. Quoting from a
recent National Sample Sur-
vey Office (NSS0) data, Mr.
Sharma said that more than
70 per cent of farmers in the
country went to bed hungry
every day. “If the situation
continued, the tribe of farm-
ers will be an extinct lot
soomn,” he said,

*Construction model’
Criticising the ‘construc-

tion model' of development
followed by the government
in Kerala as ‘completely
flawed,” Mr. Sharma said that
rampant use of farm fields for
construction purposes would
have a disastrous fallout on
the food security of the State.

Insisting that that the State |

should focus on growing agri-
cultural crops, Mr. Sharma

said the farmers’ community |

in the country was eagerly
waiting for the emergence of
a good leadership to cham-
pion their cause. “Hope lead-
ers of the new forum will fill
that void,” he said,

State coordinator of the
Peoples’ Council V.T. Pra-

deepkumar, who spoke on the |

occasion, said that more than
41 per cent of the State's reve-
nue was being spent on salary
of government employees
while it was only 20 and 24
per cent in Andhra Pradesh
and Karnataka respectively.
Sridhar Radhakrishnan, Di-
rector of Thanal, an NGO,
spoke,
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An article about edible leave written by
Priyanka M (SoR Research Assistant) in
One Earth One Life magazine
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O
An Attempt to Remmd City-zens of the Nutritious Qualities of Millets

Millets, “ancient grains with 2 myriad of beneficial notrients”, should be brought back into the daily diet, according to the crganisers
of this exhibition. ‘Chama’ was very popular earlier in Kerala and wsed to be grown in rotation with rice
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