KISAN  EKTA
Resolution
No compromise on Indian Farmers and their Livelihood in the WTO Negotiations

We, the Leaders and representatives of the largest farmers’ organisations in India, representing more than 400 million farmers, having come together under the larger collective – Kisan Ekta -- hereby resolve to demand the Government of India that the interests of the farmers vis-a-vis their income and livelihood should at no instance and circumstances be compromised in the WTO negotiations, now at the forthcoming 10th Ministerial at Nairobi or in the future. 


We understand that our Government and many Governments of the developing and least-developed countries are being put under intense pressure by the developed countries to have ceilings on farm input subsidies, and to give away the safety nets such as the Special Safeguard Measures (SSMs). We also understand that India, and hence its farmers, are being forced to give away their right to a fair compensation for their agricultural produce, by putting totally unjust caps on the Minimum Support Price (MSP), which for the  Indian  farmer has been the life line for decades.


We clearly know that the subsidy that the Indian farmer gets on an average is only about Rs 1000 / month, while the average subsidy of the farmer in US is at least Rs 250,000/ month. This speaks well of the massive difference in the way farmers and farm producer is seen and treated in these two countries. We decry the high-handedness in which the developed nations,  led by the United States and European Union, is pushing our nation. We request Government of India to stand firm for protecting the livelihood security of the farmers here, who constitute 52 per cent of India’s 1.25 billion population, and ensure that we retain the right to maintain and enhance our input subsidies, and also the right to MSP as the need be, even as we demand that the huge subsidies in the developed nations farm sector be drastically cut down. Government of India should ensure that the farm subsidies of the rich countries are also brought back on the negotiating table at Nairobi. Till the subsidies being doled out in US under the US Farm bill and in European Union under the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) are removed, any abrupt conclusion of Doha Round at Nairobi would be a betrayal of the developing country farmers. 

We are extremely worried about the way in which the Minimum Support Price (MSP) matter is being discussed in the WTO negotiations. We wish to state that the right to fix MSPs according to rural development needs in India, the cost of production, ensuring food security and the need to support farm livelihoods should remain with us, and this is a non-negotiable position. The matters of 'Peace Clause' and a permanent resolution to the 'food security' concern should be resolved with full appreciation of our rural development needs, and farm livelihood support needs as agreed under the Special and Differential treatment at the beginning of the Doha Round of WTO. 


While the need to protect and create a level playing field for global agriculture produce trade is appreciated, it cannot and should not be at the cost of the lives and livelihood of the farmers. Many Indian produce is facing serious challenge in the market, especially due to low input cost in the exporting nations leading to cheap imports into India, sudden surges in imports etc. This is seriously affecting farm livelihoods. An effective Special Safeguard Mechanism (SSMs) should be instituted, so that Indian Government can use the clause to protect our farmers in such cases. We wish to remind our Government as well as global governments that the priority should shift to “Agricultural Livelihoods” from simply looking at “Agricultural Trade”. 


We, therefore appeal to the Government of India and to all the negotiating Governments in the WTO, to recognise the fact that it is a wrongly founded WTO negotiation that is leading to farm sector in nations like India and for that matter in developing countries being totally destroyed. The increasing farm debt, farmer suicides is also related to this situation. We resolve and hence appeal that India's right to protect its farmers lives and livelihood through the right to MSPs, right to en effective SSM and right to retain and enhance its input subsidies and the Minimum Support Price be fully appreciated and instituted under the WTO.  We also demand that those nations that have exorbitant subsidy systems to protect its farmers, through whatever boxes and mechanisms, be asked to stop and reduce those subsidies, before demanding the same from other nations. We also demand that the same philosophy of non-negotiable support to “farm livelihoods” be the founding principle in the case of negotiations in other regional / free trade agreements.


We also resolve to vehemently oppose any move by our Government or the WTO or any negotiation nations move to compromise the lives and livelihood of the farmers for the sake of “Agriculture Trade”. #
Released on behalf of Kisan Ekta on Dec 3, 2015.

by Devinder Sharma. Tel: 09811301857

(For more details, contact K N Nagesh, Kisan Ekta Secretariat – Tel: 09845548313)
