DAMA - Revitalizing Cotton Handloom Sector 
Dastkar Andhra Marketing Association (DAMA) was created in 2001 as an initiative of Dastkar Andhra, a registered NGO that works with the cotton handloom industry across Andhra Pradesh. The main driving force behind the working of DA and DAMA is the promotion of the cotton handlooms of Andhra Pradesh. 

It is our belief that the handloom fabric is a viable and environmentally friendly product that also has a huge potential for creating and sustaining rural livelihoods. The cotton handloom industry continues to be the second largest employer in India after agriculture. There are more than 2,00,000 weaver families actively involved in the craft and livelihood even today in Andhra Pradesh alone. 

DAMA, in particular, has sought to create a business revenue model that attempts to break the different negative perceptions of the handloom industry – that it is a subsidized, declining industry which, works on outdated technology and has little if any market value. 

Our own learning and growth over the years – starting with five co-operatives now working with 25 and from annual sales of Rs. 40 lakhs in 2000-01 to over Rs. 3.2 crores has proved to us that the handloom sector is indeed viable and sustainable. All that is required is belief and support.

The DAMA model is based on  High volumes – Low margins and creating a market recognizable product. It is based on a diverse marketing strategy that includes retailer servicing, direct sales, local shops and exhibitions like the one we are presently holding in Thiruvanthapuram 

